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lebrity Buzz 

No pics 
of Cate’s 
special 
day 

pg 34 


Missing woman’s 
body found frozen 

fatality The search for a 
missing senior ended 
Thursday morning when a 
police officer found her 
body frozen just 500 yards 
from the spot she was re¬ 
ported missing Sunday. 

Lorraine Julia Adolph, 

68, wandered off after go¬ 
ing out for a cigarette on 
the Alberta Hospital 
grounds on Dec. 4. 

Hospital security 
searched the grounds but 
were unable to find her. 
When police went search¬ 
ing for the woman yester¬ 
day morning, they found 
her in an uncovered, out¬ 
door U-shaped structure. 

Foul play is not suspect¬ 
ed. The body has been sent 
to the Medical Examiner’s 

office. METRO EDMONTON 
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City’s Somali 

community 

concerned 


Comments pg 16 


Fatigue sets in 
on politics 


Business pg 18 


Oil companies 
cut ’09 capital 
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Button secures 
five Globe nods 


Ethanol at the pumps in province's new energy plan 


“This strategy sets the stage for the future 
of energy development in Alberta.” 

Premier Ed Stelmach 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(§metronews.ca 


Gasoline and diesel in Al¬ 
berta must be made with a 
certain amount of ethanol 
by 2010 under a new, five- 
point plan released by the 
province Thursday. 

The plan, said Premier 
Ed Stelmach, will make Al¬ 
berta’s energy sector 


“evolve” through tough 
economic times by making 
it more marketable. 

“This is ensuring that Al¬ 
berta keeps pace with 
Saskatchewan and other 
provinces that have put in 
a fuel standard,” said Stel¬ 
mach. “We have the re¬ 
fineries here. What an ap¬ 
propriate place to mix 
ethanol with fuel.” 

Under the new plan, 


gasoline must contain five 
per cent renewable fuel. 
Diesel must contain two 
per cent biofuels. 

The plan also calls for 
more support for Alberta’s 
petrochemical plants and 


upgraders after energy 
companies have pulled 
back from expanding facil¬ 
ities in the Edmonton re¬ 
gion’s industrial heartland. 

“This strategy sets the 
stage for the future of en¬ 


ergy development in Alber¬ 
ta,” said Stelmach during 
the conference. “The ener¬ 
gy sector is truly at a cross¬ 
roads, not only for Alberta, 
but around the world.” 

The province also plans 
to strengthen its electrical 
transmission system by 
“identifying requirements, 
technical solutions, tim¬ 
ing, and updating of the 
approval process.” 



Province to check 400 
guns built before 2006 


Hockey Oilers tripped up 


Tasers to 
be tested 


model Tasers discharged 
more juice than the manu¬ 
facturer said was possible. 

While Taser Internation¬ 
al decried the study for be¬ 
ing scientifically unsound, 
Lindsay said the govern¬ 
ment must run their own 
tests to be sure. 

“Any time you get two 
different experts involved 
in testing a device, there’s 
some controversy around 
as to which testing is more 
accurate... we’re going to 
do some thorough testing 
of our own,” he said. 

Edmonton police chief 
Mike Boyd said more than 
30 Tasers will be tested at 
an independent lab to de¬ 
termine risk. “When 
there’s an issue raised in 
the public arena ... I think 
it's important for us to clar¬ 
ify that, to drill into that 
concern and make sure 
we're all satisfied,” he said. 

WITH FILES FROM 
VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 


L MACKINNON 

,mackinnon(§metronews.< 


Instead of yanking them 
out of service, the 
province announced they 
will systematically test 
all 400 possibly faulty 
Tasers built before 2006, 
Solicitor General Fred 
Lindsay said. 

While there are about 
900 Tasers in the province, 
only the X-26 models will 
undergo reviews at both 
SAIT and NAIT starting in 
Januaiy, Lindsay said. Stan¬ 
dardized tests on all re¬ 
maining Tasers in the 
province will now be con¬ 
ducted randomly. 

“We weighed the pros 
and cons of what steps we 
take and we’re convinced 
we did the responsible 
thing,” Lindsay said. 

An independent CBC/Ra- 
dio Canada report found 
that four of 41 tested X-26 


Florida Panthers' Radek Dvorak trips the Oilers' Ethan Moreau during the second period at Rexall 
Place on Thursday night. The Panthers broke their losing streak and blanked the Oilers 2-0. For 
more coverage, see page 20. 




Moonlight Madness • Shop until 11 p.m. 

Saturday, December 13 and Saturday, December 20 

WQM 


Overflow parking is available directly across the street from the Mall on 90th Avenue, 

Visit our Holiday Customer Service Centre for FREE coat check and FREE gift wrapping, 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
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Christmas luncheon happens Friday 

The Copper Jackets Christmas Bureau Luncheon is Friday at noon, featuring live music, great food and a silent 
auction at the Shaw Conference Centre. Tickets are $75 available through Ticketmaster. metro edmonton 



1 

1 

New Year’s Eve bash 

Come down to the Caribbean without leaving the 780 on 

New Year's Eve, when the World Waterpark holds a family 
beach party. Splash in the wave pool and slide until 
midnight, when a dazzling fireworks display will light up the 
sky. Tickets are on sale at (780)444-5321. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Homeowners to face 
modest hike: Councillor 


Cops try to calm worries 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings@metronews.ca 


taxes An Edmonton coun¬ 
cillor says homeowners 
would only see a four per 
cent increase in taxes next 
year, as they will save 
money since garbage col¬ 
lection is now on utility 
bills. 

Coun. Kim Krushell says 
residents will be paying 
the city half the costs that 
it would take to get rid of 
their garbage through 
their utility bills, the rest 


is covered through a re¬ 
bate to homeowners. 

Business owners, on the 
other hand, would have to 
pay the full cost of garbage 
removal through their tax¬ 
es and they will face a 7.3 
per cent hike in taxes, as 
approved by city council 
Wednesday night. 

“We are in midst of an 
economic slowdown and 
we are not likely to see 
wages increased by seven 
per cent next year,” said 
Scott Hennig, with the 
Canadian Taxpayers Feder¬ 
ation. 


MRL CAPITAL TRUST 


Invest in the Canadian and 
U.S. Real Estate Markets 



$1,000.00 Gets You Started 

R.S.P Eligible 

In Non-lever aged Investments 


Bringing You to the 

of Real Estate Investment 
From The Comfort Of Your Armchair 


Agent Inquiries Welcome 



"Bad news is an investors best friend. 
1 buy a slice of America's 
uture at a marked down price." 

Warren Buffet - CNN Money 



For information and seminar registration call 
877-399-8886 or go to www.mrlcompanies.com 


Somali community upset with lack of arrests in homicides 



Somali community representative AbdulKadir Hashi answers 
questions from the media following a meeting between police 
and the Somali community regarding the recent rise in murders 
within their ethnic community. 


KRISTA SYLVESTER 

krista.sylvester@ metronews.ca 


Members of the Somali 
community met with po¬ 
lice officials Thursday, 
frustrated no arrests have 
been made in four 
separate recent 
homicides. 

Police Chief Mike Boyd 
and four officers met with 
six Somali community 
members, in an effort to 
explain how investigators 
are working to solve the 
homicides. 

“We cannot make as¬ 
sumptions that all the 
people here in our com¬ 
munities understand the 
justice system and the 
way it operates here, so 
we have to do some out¬ 
reach, we have to take 
some steps to seize the op¬ 
portunity to provide pub¬ 
lic education,” Boyd said. 

Community members 
cried foul on city police 


this week, convinced little 
progress was being made 
to catch those responsible. 

Somali representative 
AbdulKadir Kashi said that 


since the meeting, some 
confidence has been re¬ 
stored within the tight- 
knit community. 

“These things take 


time,” he said. “We know 
these fatalities are not 
easy to solve.” 

Boyd said that in future 
meetings, strategies for 
sharing information and 
proactive preventative 
steps to keep Somali 
youth out of criminal ac¬ 
tivity will be discussed. 

Boyd would not confirm 
if any of the homicides are 
gang-related. 

On Sept. 21, the body of 

22- year-old Nasir Said was 
found behind Balwin 
school. He had been shot 
to death. 

On Halloween morning, 
Abas Alcubar, 21, was 
found dead in a park on 
140 Avenue and 92 Street. 

Last week, the body of 

23- year-old Abdul Mo- 
hamoud was found in 
Grand Trunk Park. Hours 
later, the body of 21-year- 
old Ahmed Abdirahman 
was discovered in a park¬ 
ing lot of 148 Avenue and 
89 Street. 


Tough road for new Grit leader: Analyst 


JEFF CUMMINGS 

jeff.cummings(§ metronews.ca 


politics Knee-deep in debt 
and its seats in the legisla¬ 
ture slashed in half by Al¬ 
berta voters in the last elec¬ 
tion, Alberta’s new Liberal 
leader will have a long list 
of tough tasks ahead of 
him, said a political analyst. 

“The leadership contest 
is going to determine the 
outlook for the party in 
moving forward,” said 
Chaldeans Mensah, a politi- 


“They have a formi¬ 
dable task of trying 
to make some gains 
at the expense of 
the Tories.” 
Chaldeans Mensah 

cal scientist at Grant Mac- 
Ewan College. 

“They have a formidable 
task of trying to make some 
gains at the expense of the 
Tories.” 

Mensah says if Dave Tay¬ 


lor is the Liberal new 
leader, it could sway right- 
of-centre voters in a future 
Alberta elections, while 
David Swann could “ener¬ 
gize” left-of-centre voters 
from Alberta’s New Democ¬ 
rats. 

The party will be an¬ 
nouncing on Saturday in 
Calgary a new winner 
among three candidates to 
replace Kevin Taft — Cal¬ 
gary MLAs David Swann 
and Dave Taylor, and for¬ 
mer Edmonton MLA Mo El- 
salhy. 


metnpnews.ca 

WHAT'S ONLINE TODAY 


Video Terra Centre provides 
teen parents with a shoulder 
to lean on at 
metronews.ca/local. 

Read U.S. calls for massive 
UN pirate-hunt operation at 
metronews.ca/ 
world. 

Read Harper to ap¬ 
point reform-minded 
senators before 
Christmas at 
metronews.ca/ J 
Canada. 




I want a great university experience. 

Concordia Gets Top Marks in National Student Survey! 

Concordia University College of Alberta has again scored among the top smaller universities in 
Canada in the 2008 Canadian University Report. Concordia received: 

Overall Quality of Teaching.A+ 

Student-Faculty Interaction .A+ 

Satisfaction with University Experience.A 

Begin your university degree this January. 

Apply Today! You can do that here. 









































OROGERS 

EDMONTON 

CENTRAL 

10176-109 St. 

(780) 426-2355 
12302 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 488-6622 
Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 

(780) 443-3022 
Edmonton City Centre 
10200-102 Ave. 

(780) 421-4540 
EAST 

Capilano Mall 
(780) 450-6880 
6839-83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 

(780) 465-5271 

SOUTH 

Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 - 28 Ave. (by Tim Hortons) 
(780) 440-2812 
6031 Gateway Blvd. 

(780) 438-2355 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 
Southgate Centre 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 

(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 

9715-137 Ave. 

(780) 456-5339 

WEST 

West Edmonton Mall Phase I 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 

(780) 484-4758 

West Edmonton Mall Phase II 
(by skating rink) 

(780) 413-9855 

West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 

(780) 443-3040 

West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 
10013 -170 St. 

(780) 408-8917 
Mayfield Common 
10608 -170 St. 

(780) 489-2255 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 

Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 
Gateway Power Centre 
11020-100 Ave. 

(780) 539-7148 
FT. McMURRAY 

Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 
LEDUC 
6104-50 St. 

(780) 986-0986 
RED DEER 

Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 
Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 

ST. ALBERT 

Inglewood Town Centre 
(780)419-2355 
740 St. Albert Rd. 

(780) 459-0660 
SHERWOOD PARK 

993 Fir St. 

(780) 417-2355 
SPRUCE GROVE 
#112 183 Highway 16A 
(780) 962-3980 

0 ROGERS <$ 

EDMONTON 

Capilano 
(780) 469-1133 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Mall 
(780) 475-2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall 
(780) 463-0864 
Millwoods Town Centre 
(780) 436-7766 
North Town Mall 
(780) 476-6844 
Whyte Avenue 
(780) 439-7223 
Millbourne 
(780) 462-4559 
Jasper Ave. 

(780) 423-5530 
Terrace Plaza 
(780) 469-1377 

Jasper Gates Shopping Centre 
(780) 484-1191 

Heritage Village Shopping Centre 
(780) 432-9288 
Clareview Towne Centre 
(780) 457-1331 
Trail South Corners 
(780) 435-8099 

Lakeside Landing Shopping Centre 
(780) 476-3925 
FT. McMURRAY 
Thickwood Shopping Plaza 
(780) 791-1017 

Northern Lights Shopping Centre 
(780) 743-5133 
RED DEER 
Parkland Mall 
(403) 309-3700 
GRAND PRAIRIE 

Grande Prairie 
(780) 532-1100 
SHERWOOD PARK 

Sherwood Park Mall 
(780)416-1775 

Lakeland Ridge Shopping Centre 
(780) 449-1750 
Sherwood Centre 
(780) 416-2330 
SPRUCE GROVE 

Grove Plaza 
(780) 962-5458 
ST. ALBERT 
St. Albert Centre 
(780) 418-1681 
Inglewood Centre 
(780) 458-3636 



THE NEW 

BLACKBERRY PEARL FLIP 


ON SELECT 3-YEAR PLANS 


The only BlackBerry that flips 
Easy SureType® keyboard 
Available in black or pink 


BlackBerry, 


BLACKBERRY® 
CURVE™ 8320 


BLACKBERRY® 

BOLD™ 


BLACKBERRY® 
PEARL™ 8120 


rogers.com/perfectgift 

CANADA'S MOST RELIABLE NETWORK 


O ROGERS 


BlackBerry 


* 


SOURCE 


I ROGERS 


O ROGERS VIDEO 


§:§ booth 


<(WIRELESSWflVE)> 


►►FUTURE SHOP 
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Offer subject to change without notice. 1 With subscription to new 3-year Voice and Data plan having minimum $35 monthly service fee. Early cancellation fees apply. f Most reliable network claim refers to call clarity and dropped calls test results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized 
third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM footprint, comparing voice services of major wireless providers. BlackBerry,® RIM,® Research In Motion,® SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of 
Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. 

™Trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. used under license, or of Rogers Wireless. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. 
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Join Over 100,000 Satisfied 
CustomersToday! 
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The Lowest Long 
Distance Rates 
For Life! 

If you EVER find a lower 
rate, we GUARANTEE to 
beat it! 


v comwave 




Unlimited Calling 
To Anywhere In Canada 

Starting this Holiday season, make unlimited calls to your 
friends and family all across Canada for a flat fee of only $5 
a month. You can even call from your cell phone! 

No Matter Where You Call, No Matter What You Pay, 
Comwave Will Beat It... Guaranteed! 
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^ Philippines.... 
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Call Long Distance Even From Your Cell Phone 

V" No need to cancel your service provider. 

<^$10 Free Long Distance for every friend 
V" No Contracts 


Call Now And Get 

Free Long Distance To 
Anywhere In The World 




Home Phone Lines 


comwave 

Basic 


$ 9 


.95 

/month 


• Unlimited Local Calling 

PLUS 

• Caller ID Block 

• Comwave Enhanced 911 

• Free Comwave-to- 
Comwave calls Worldwide 


comwave 


Enhanced 

,95 

/month 


$14 


12 Free Features 

Including: 

Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 

...and much more 
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V comwave 

One-Rate 


$ 29 


.95 

/month 


UNLIMITED 
Calling to Canada 
and the U.S.A. 

PLUS 

• 12 Free Features Including: 
Caller ID, Call Forwarding, 
Voice Mail, Call Waiting 

...and much more 


comwave.ca 


780 - 665-1818 

Comwave guarantees to match or beat your rate today and forever. Rate Guarantee is based on competitors' lowest advertised rate or written quote for like services. Terms and conditions apply. Please 
see www.comwave.ca for full details. Home Phone Lines: * Terms and conditions apply. VoIP 911 has certain limitations versus traditional 911. The rate of S9.95 is based on a 2 year term. Monthly plans 
L only SS more per month. 1 The option to keep your existing phone number may not be available in all areas. 2 Credit for the monthly plan fee will be applied to your 3rd month's invoice. A 
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Temple collects warm clothes for Salvation Army 

Head to the Temple (10030 -102 Street) on Dec. 17, and bring warm clothing as 
a donation for Wildstyle Wednesday's tuque & holiday party, metro edmonton 


Chefs know-how Travelling lobster 



Alain Bosse, a chef with the Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and Oceans, demonstrates how 
to cook fresh lobster during a promotional event at the Urban Fresh Sobey's on Jasper Avenue 
and 104 Street on Thursday. 


Prof debunks health-care debate 


Gerry Boychuk hacked into 
a sacred cow and he hopes 
its entrails stimulate a re¬ 
newed health-care debate, 
free of misconception. 

While proponents on 
both sides of Canada’s 
health-care divide have 
perpetuated misconcep¬ 
tions about the country’s 
health act for political 


gain, the University of Cal- 
gaiy professor pulled back 
the curtain on the act in 
new research released 
Thursday, indicating there 
are no provisions barring a 
mixture of private and 
public service. 

“Both sides have benefit¬ 
ed by purporting what’s 
permitted under the 


health act and the result 
has been a lack of clarity,” 
said Boychuk. “Ultimately, 
the debate has become 
frozen and what we truly 
need to unlock that is a 
more open honest, healthy 
discussion with a starting 
point of a proper, clear un¬ 
derstanding of the issue.” 

NEIL MACKINNON/METRO CANADA 



QUIT 


Sessions start Jan 27th. Space is limited - register by Jan 26th. 
We can help you join the 1 million Albertans that have quit smoking. 

QuitCore is a free group support program that teaches you how to quit 
smoking and connects you with others who are also quitting. Begin 
your smoke-free life! Call toll-free 1-866-710-QUIT [7848] or by email 
quittobacco@cancerboard.ab.ca to join the upcoming group in your area 
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Opus 29 back again 

The Anne Burrows Music Foundation will host its annual Opus 29 Concert Dec. 28 in Muttart Hall at Alberta College (10050 
MacDonald Dr.) at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 and available through Tix on the Square at (780) 420-1757. metro edmonton 



Ben Cleland with United Way, Kayla Hazen and Lorinna Meyers, 
both with YMCA, and Earl Pasechnik of United Way sort coats at 
the United Way In Kind Centre in West Edmonton yesterday. 


Charities are bracing for the big chill 


Local charities are 
bundling up in pre¬ 
paration for a cold snap 
expected to take this 
weekend in an icy grip. 

Environment Canada 
predicts temperatures 
could fall as low as -31 C 
by Sunday, prompting 
homeless shelters and 
charities to prepare for 


the deep freeze. 

“We have winter emer¬ 
gency warming shelters for 
men and couples,” said 
Hope Mission spokesman 
Peter Gerber. “We’ll do our 
utmost to get them off the 
street and give them what 
could be a life-saving warm 
spot.” 

The shelter has 740 spots 


available and can make 
room for up to 150 more. 

“It’s a really fine alterna¬ 
tive to sleeping in a card¬ 
board box in -30 C,” he said. 

The shelter, which pro¬ 
vides 80 per cent of Edmon¬ 
ton’s services for homeless 
people, will never turn any¬ 
one away, Gerber said, 
though they are struggling 
to keep a steady supply of 
winter gloves and socks. 


The Coats for Kids cam¬ 
paign is a year-long initia¬ 
tive by the United Way that 
collects winter clothing. 

Organizer Earl Pashech- 
nilc said men’s coats are in 
high demand — especially 
in the downtown core. 

Gently worn coats can be 
dropped off at any Page the 
Cleaner location. 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES/ 
METRO EDMONTON 


Holiday hookup. 

. 



Heineken Draught Keg delivers 5 litres of fresh draught beer, pour after perfect pour. 
The patented C0 2 pressure system keeps it fresh for up to 30 days after opening. 


a 0 Please visit: 

EnjoyHeinekenResponsibly.com 

- A 0 H* - 


News in brief 


RENTALS According to figures 
released yesterday by the 
Canadian Mortgage and 
Housing Corp. from its fall 
survey, apartment vacancy 
rates soared to 2.4 per cent in 
the month of October. The 


rate was 1.5 per cent in Octo¬ 
ber 2007. The rise in the 
vacancy rate is the first time 
that it has soared over two 
per cent since 2005, said the 
CHMC. 

METRO EDMONTON 




Call Kelly 
Parkinson 

for all your 

Mortgage 

Needs! 


IMItmc 

780.690 4363 


Job At Home 

$487.68 Weekly. 

Mail Work, Assemble Products 
or Computer Work. 
www.TopJobAlberta.com 
Or Write to: CHR Jobs 
900 Greenbank Road 
Suite #415 • #916-MC1 
Ottawa ON, K2J 4P6 



Receive a trip for two to LAS VEGAS with the 
purchase of a pre-owned Mercedes-Benz vehicle 


2006 B200 Turbo Hatchback 

$ 25888 


David Morris 
Fine Cars Ltd. ple 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
desmail@dmfc.ca 


7804849000 

PLEASE ASK FOR DEAN OR IAN f 4 


Mercedes-Benz 


^5 Career Finder 

To Advertise Contact Carrie Solinas at 780-701-0348 


Bu siness Opportun ity 

Earn while you learn 

A leading distribution company in the financial 
services industry offers P/T and F/T opportunities. 
Control your time, income and future. Training provided. 

INSPIRE. LEAD. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 


Call 780.952.0934 or email BrendaWFG@shaw.ca 
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YOUR NUMBER ONE WATCH STOP: 

CANADA’S BEST SELECTION 
OF WATCHES IS AT THE BAY 

ANNE KLEIN 


WATCHES 


ARMANI 

ARMANI 

EXCHANGE 

BETSEY 

JOHNSON 


^ BUFFALO 

Wj 


CALVIN KLEIN 


DIESEL 


DKNY 


ESQUIRE 


EXPEDITION 


FOSSIL 


GUESS 


HUGO BOSS 


IRONMAN 


KENNETH 
I COLE 

LACOSTE 

MARK ECKO 


MICHAEL 

KORS 


MOVADO 


% NAUTICA 


\ilra 

\Vllrf NIKE 


s PHILIPPE 

!. IP- starck 

J PUMA 

-ROOTS 
SKAGEN 


SWATCH 


U' AND MORE... 


Available until Dec. 18 th 2008. 


the ^ay 

WWWTHEBAY.COM 
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Supreme Court denies Schreiber 

The Supreme Court has ruled, in a decision without comment, that it would not review 
Karlheinz Schreiber's latest bid to block his extradition from Canada, metro news services 


Canada 


U.S. wants Canada 
to stay past 2011 



“The longer we can have Cana¬ 
dian soldiers as partners, the 
better it is." 

Robert Gates on Afghanistan 


Afghanistan U.S. Secretary 
of Defence Robert Gates al¬ 
luded Thursday he would 
like to see Canada extend 
its mission in Afghanistan 
beyond its scheduled 2011 
departure date. 

Gates praised Canada’s 
work in Afghanistan and 
said he would be disap¬ 
pointed to see Canadians 
leave. 

“They have been out¬ 
standing partners for us. 
And all I can tell you, as 
has been the case for a 
very long time: The longer 
we can have Canadian sol¬ 
diers as partners, the bet¬ 
ter it is,” he said. 


Gates, visiting a dusty 
NATO base near Kandahar 
yesterday, criticized the 
United Nations and the Eu¬ 
ropean Union for not do¬ 
ing more to help stabilize 
the country. 

Gates added he hoped a 
U.S. troop increase for 
Afghanistan would be 
mostly done by late 
spring, as his commander 
warned Afghan forces 


were three or four years 
from leading the fight. 
There are some 65,000 in¬ 
ternational troops in 
Afghanistan, including 
more than 30,000 from 
the United States. 

Canada announced re¬ 
cently it would deploy an 
additional 250 troops to 
the region bringing its to¬ 
tal to 2,750. 

REUTERS 
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Trevor Greene and fiancee Debbie Lepore shown outside their hotel in Vancouver on Thursday. 
Greene had his head split open during an axe attack while serving in Afghanistan. A documentary 
following the pair during Greene's recovery is set to air Friday and Saturday on CTV. 


Soldier's long road to recovery 


JEFF HODSON 

Metro Canada 


The past TA years have 
been a “marathon of baby 
steps” for a Vancouver 
army reservist whose brain 
was split by an axe In a hor¬ 
rific attack In Afghanistan. 

Capt. Trevor Greene said 
he’s never been a patient 
man and the agonizing 
slowness of his progress 
has been the most difficult 
part of his recovery. 

“It’s like being frozen in 
an iceberg and slowly thaw¬ 
ing out,” said Greene, origi¬ 
nally from Cape Breton, at 
a hotel in Vancouver on 
Thursday. 

In March 2006, Greene, a 


journalist and author, was a 
co-operation officer in a 
platoon of Canadian sol¬ 
diers operating near Kanda¬ 
har. 

During a meeting with 
village elders, a youth ran 
up behind Greene and 
plunged an axe deep into 
his skull. Greene had taken 
off his helmet and the axe 
cleaved his brain in half. 

Greene’s recovery is the 
subject of a documentary, 
Peace Warrior, which airs 
Saturday night (and repeats 
Sunday) on CTV. 

The documentary, by 
North Vancouver’s Sue Rid- 
out, follows Greene, his fi¬ 
ancee Debbie Lepore and 
their three-year-old daugh¬ 
ter Grace for 18 months as 


the family moves from an 
extended-care facility in 
B.C. to a brain injury centre 
in Alberta and finally to 
their new home in 
Nanaimo. 

The pair plan to marry in 
July 2010. 

“It’ll be three years in 
March and we’re looking 
good,” said Lepore, who gave 
up her career as a chartered 
accountant to care for her fi¬ 
ance. 

“I’m very, very happy with 
what he has accomplished 
so far.” 

Greene, who is alert and 
has limited movement, said 
his goal is to walk and one- 
day hopes to accompany 
his daughter down the aisle 
at her wedding. 


JEFF HODSON/METRO CANADA 
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Family charged with being organized crime group 

Eight members of the same family, arrested on drug and weapons charges following several police raids in southwestern New Brunswick, made brief 
court appearances in Moncton on Thursday and faced a total of 57 charges, including being members of an organized crime group, metro news services 
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Ottawa broke law on 

Decides fees were unlawfully turned into a 'payroll 



Court 


tax'for three years 


New Liberal leader, 
lack of party cash 
means Tories likely 
to stay in power 


The federal government 
collected employment 
insurance premiums 
“unlawfully” for three 
years, the Supreme Court of 
Canada said in a decision 
that raises questions about 
what will happen to the 
money paid into 
government coffers by em¬ 
ployers and employees dur¬ 
ing that time. 

In a 7-0 judgment, the 
court rejected arguments by 
two Quebec unions that the 
former Liberal government 
under then-prime ministers 
Jean Chretien and Paul Mar¬ 
tin had deliberately racked 
up huge employment insur¬ 
ance surpluses and then di¬ 
verted them to help balance 
the federal budget. 


Opposition 
calls Harper's 
Senate plan 
'outrageous' 

politics Constitutional ex¬ 
perts and opposition parties 
Thursday condemned 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s plan to fill every 
empty Senate seat in 
advance of his 
government’s possible de¬ 
feat in the new year. 

Constitutional scholar 
Desmond Morton called the 
move a 
scandal 
in view 
of the 
precari¬ 
ous posi¬ 
tion of 
Harper’s 
minority 
govern¬ 
ment. 

“He 
has the 
power to 
do it, but he shouldn’t have 
the gall,” said Morton, a 
professor emeritus at 
McGill University. 

“I think it’s more in keep¬ 
ing with the principles of 
parliamentary democracy 
that a potentially lame-duclc 
administration should not 
make appointments,” said 
constitutional scholar Ned 
Franks. 

Harper will name the 
new senators before Christ¬ 
mas — likely in one fell 
swoop — in a move his of¬ 
fice says will bolster the 
chances of eventual Senate 
reform, but opposition crit¬ 
ics called a hyper-partisan 
power grab. 

“It’s outrageous,” said 
New Democrat MP David 
Christopherson. “I can’t be¬ 
lieve that the prime minis¬ 
ter is just literally giving 
Canadians the finger.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


“The prime 
minister is 
just literally 
giving 
Canadians 
the finger.” 
David 

Christopherson 


“Canadian employers and employees can 
be confident that any future revenues 
raised from El premiums will go exclusive¬ 
ly towards paying benefits.” 

Human Resources and Skills Development Canada 


But the court found that 
El premiums in 2002, 2003 
and 2005 had been collect¬ 
ed “unlawfully, without the 
necessary legislative author¬ 
ization” from Parliament. 
That’s because the federal 
cabinet was given the dis¬ 
cretion to set the rates, 
without the criteria that 
had previously been used to 
guide those decisions. 

Employment insurance 
was effectively transformed 
from a regulatoiy scheme 


into “a payroll tax,” Justice 
Louise LeBel wrote for the 
unanimous court. Invoking 
“the ancient, but funda¬ 
mental, principle of our 
democratic system that 
there should be no taxation 
without representation,” he 
said it was not clear that 
Parliament had intended to 
delegate its taxing authori¬ 
ty, making the collection of 
El premiums in those years 
illegal. 

The court also affirmed 


the federal government’s 
authority to take an “active 
role” by offering job pro¬ 
grams within the employ¬ 
ment insurance system. 

The effect of the ruling is 
unclear. The court suspend¬ 
ed the legal effects of its 
judgment for 12 months. 
But it did not order that any 
of the money be repaid, as 
the unions had asked, and 
did not tell the government 
how to remedy the situa¬ 
tion. 

“We are analyzing the de¬ 
cision related to the means 
by which the El premium 
rate was set for 2002, 2003 
and 2005 and its implica¬ 
tions to develop a solution 
that respects the Supreme 
Court decision,” said a state¬ 


ment from Human Re¬ 
sources and Skills Develop¬ 
ment Canada. 

“Canadian employers and 
employees can be confident 
that any future revenues 
raised from El premiums 
will go exclusively towards 
paying benefits and reduc¬ 
ing El premiums,” the state¬ 
ment added. 

Labour groups have long 
complained that the federal 
government collects far 
more than it needs to fi¬ 
nance the El system. Feder¬ 
al auditor general Sheila 
Fraser has also raised con¬ 
cerns about the substantial 
surplus. 

As of March 31, 2007, the 
El surplus was $54.1 billion. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



British Columbia Great gondola 


A gondola lift carries skiers on the Peak 2 Peak pass between Whistler and Blackcomb mountains in Whistler, B.C., on Thursday. At 
3,024 metres, the Peak 2 Peak has four support towers and is the world's longest unsupported span. Whistler will be the site of the 
alpine and nordic events of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games. The gondola officially opens Friday. 


Airports infiltrated by crime groups: RCMP 


report There are 38 organ¬ 
ized crime groups with 
members or associates 
working at Pearson Interna¬ 
tional Airport in Toronto, 
according to an RCMP study 
of smuggling at Canadian 
airports. 

The groups smuggle hu¬ 
mans, cocaine, marijuana 
and a stimulant called 


“khat” that predates the use 
of coffee, but is relatively 
new on Canadian streets, 
according to the RCMP 
study, called Project Spawn. 
The study examined crimi¬ 
nal cases between January 
2005 and August 2007 in 
the airports of Toronto, Van¬ 
couver, Edmonton, Calgary, 
Winnipeg, Ottawa, Montre¬ 


al and Halifax. 

“The facilities are suscep¬ 
tible to criminal exploita¬ 
tion and infiltration, partic¬ 
ularly at the major interna¬ 
tional airports that receive 
frequent flights from either 
source countries or transit 
countries for various types 
of contraband,” the report 

states. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


1,326 

The number of people work¬ 
ing in Canadian airports that 
are believed to have links to 
organized crime groups, ac¬ 
cording to the RCMP. 


analysis Although Canadi¬ 
an opposition parties are 
still furious with the 
minority Conservative gov¬ 
ernment, they now seem 
less likely to bring down 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper over the budget in 
January. 

Both sides realize there 
are major threats to push¬ 
ing the conflict any further 
so soon after the Oct. 14 
election that gave Harper a 
stronger grip on power. 

If Harper continues to 
antagonize his opponents, 
they will bring down the 
government and leave the 
decision on what to do 
next to Gov. Gen. Michaelle 
Jean. 


The bat¬ 
tles have 
generated 
public and 
media con¬ 
tempt, es¬ 
pecially 
among 
those who 
feel Harper 
sparked 
the crisis 
by delivering a provocative 
fiscal update two weeks 
ago. 

“If he can come forward 
with a budget that serves 
the national interest of our 
country, there might be 
something to talk about 
here,” Liberal Leader 
Michael Ignatieff recently 


“There 
might be 
something 
to talk 
about 
here.” 
Michael 
Ignatieff 


told the CBC. 

“Men and women in po¬ 
litical life need to listen to 
our fellow citizens over 
Christmas, we need to re¬ 
flect carefully on what the 
best way forward for the 
country is, and I feel confi¬ 
dent we can find a way for¬ 
ward.” 

The Liberals are demand¬ 
ing the budget contain a 
major stimulus package to 
help the economy, 
something Harper has 
made clear he will deliver 
on. Harper called Ignatieff 
on Wednesday and said he 
was ready to meet him. 

Despite Ignatieff’s appar¬ 
ent willingness to work 
with Harper, the party is al¬ 
so indebted and has an in¬ 
efficient fund-raising arm. 

This all suggests that the 
Liberals will find a way to 
either back Harper’s budg¬ 
et or not to bring him 
down over it. 


REUTERS 


News in brief 


FEDERAL FRAUD A former fed¬ 
eral civil servant has been sen¬ 
tenced to two years in prison 
for defrauding the federal gov¬ 
ernment of $2.7 million. Alain 
Gagnon pleaded guilty to 
breach of trust and fraud over 
$5,000. 


HEALTH A review of thousands 
of cases handled by Dr. 
Rajgopal Menon reinforced 
the magnitude of the errors in 
the disgraced pathologist’s 
work, the New Brunswick leg¬ 
islature heard Thursday. CBC 
News Online reports Gamma- 


Dynacare Medical Laboratories 
re-examine roughly 23,000 
tests conducted at the 
Miramichi Regional and 
Edmundston Regional Hospi¬ 
tals, finding 5,286 of the cases 
reviewed were completely or 
partially misdiagnosed. 


DEPORTED Steven Andrews 
Hayes, 49 , a U.S. fugitive sex of¬ 
fender has been ordered 
deported from Canada, after he 
was discovered working under 
an alias on a Calgary construc¬ 
tion site. Hayes is wanted in 
Texas on charges of aggravated 


sexual assault of a child, CBC 
News Online reports. He was 
profiled on America's Most 
Wanted and had been on the 
run since 2005. Calgary police 
arrested him Tuesday after a tip 
from U.S. marshals. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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New drug might help shrink breast tumours 

The Novartis bone-strengthening drug Zometa may enhance the effects of chemotherapy, shrink breast 
tumours and help more women avoid a mastectomy, British researchers said. Reuters 



World 


Obama eyeing climate deal 

The U.S. Senate will let president-elect Barack Obama, left, sign a UN pact to fight glob¬ 
al warming in late 2009 even if U.S. climate laws are not yet in place, U.S. Senator John 
Kerry predicted yesterday. But Kerry, designated head of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, said on the sidelines of UN climate talks in Poland that China, India and 
Russia would also have to promise to cut greenhouse-gas emissions to win Senate 
blessing of any pact. Reuters 


Suicide bomber kills 50 in Iraq 

Crowded restaurant in disputed city of Kirkuk site of latest violence use stalls 


A suicide bomber killed 
about 50 people and 
wounded more than 100 
Thursday, including 
Kurdish and Arab officials, 
in a crowded restaurant 
near Iraq’s ethnically 
mixed city of Kirkuk. 

The bomber detonated 
explosives inside the 
restaurant, shattering the 
calm of a major Muslim 
holiday, and killing at 
least one official from 
Iraqi President Jalal Tala- 
bani’s Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan, who was eating 
there with other politi¬ 
cians after a meeting to 
discuss Kurdish-Arab ten¬ 
sions. 

Police said the restau¬ 
rant north of Kirkuk, a city 
disputed by ethnic Kurds, 
Arabs and Turkmen, was 
packed during lunch hour. 
The cavernous restaurant’s 
floor was left littered with 
broken glass and spotted 
with blood, and plates of 
food and soda cans were 
abandoned on tables. 

Brig.-Gen. Sarhat Qader, 
a local police official, put 
the toll at 50 dead and 109 
wounded. A U.S. military 
statement said 45 were 
killed and 93 wounded. 

It appeared to be the 
worst attack in Iraq since 
63 people were killed by a 
truck bomb in Baghdad on 
June 17. 

Violence has dropped 


Forces to stay 

• Iraq will need a U.S. troop 
presence to help build up 
its military forces past the 
newly agreed to three-year 
deadline for the withdrawal 
of American soldiers, a sen¬ 
ior Iraqi official said. Some 
U.S. forces could be needed 
for io years, but terms of 
any extended presence 
would be negotiated be¬ 
tween the next Iraqi and 
U.S. governments. 

sharply in recent months 
after more than five years 
of sectarian bloodshed and 
insurgency unleashed by 
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion. 
Iraqis have begun to ven¬ 
ture out and resume nor¬ 
mal life in areas where se¬ 
curity is returning, but mil¬ 
itants still stage regular at¬ 
tacks in volatile areas. 
Kirkuk has been one of the 
less violent cities. 

Suicide bombings are 
generally attributed to 
Sunni Islamist al-Qaida. 

The blast, in a well- 
known restaurant fre¬ 
quented by Kirkuk digni¬ 
taries, shook Iraq as Mus¬ 
lims celebrated Eid al-Ad- 
ha, a four-day religious hoi- 
iday. 

Many people are off 
work and would be more 
likely to visit restaurants. 

REUTERS 



Iraqi policemen rush a child wounded in a bomb attack Thursday into a hospital in Kirkuk, 250 kilo¬ 
metres north of Baghdad. A suicide bomber killed about 50 people and more than 100 yesterday in 
a crowded restaurant near Iraq's ethnically mixed city of Kirkuk, police said. 


study Recent declines in 
marijuana use by U.S. teens 
appear to have stalled this 
year and their abuse of pre¬ 
scription drugs remains at 
worrisome levels, 
researchers said. 

The annual survey of U.S. 
teen drug use, conducted 
by University of Michigan 
researchers for the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment, also found 
continuing declines in ciga¬ 
rette smoking and alcohol 
use. 

Marijuana is the most 
commonly used of the illic¬ 
it drugs and its use had 
been in a slow but steady 
decrease this decade, but 
that appeared to halt this 
year, researchers said. 

The survey found that 
marijuana use by students 
in two of the three grades 
measured increased slight- 

iy- 

But the annual survey 
has shown an overall down¬ 
ward trend in teen drug use 
this decade, and President 
George W. Bush, in 
comments at the White 
House, cited progress on 
the issue during his presi¬ 
dency. 

The survey showed a per¬ 
sistent worrisome rate of 
abuse of prescription med¬ 
ications, including the pow¬ 
erful painkillers Vicodin 
and Oxycontin, with little 
change in the past six 
years. reuters 


Senate auto-bailout compromise fails 


Zoo life unhealthy for 
elephants, study finds 


economy The U.S. Senate 
failed Thursday night to 
reach a last-ditch compro¬ 
mise to bail out automak¬ 
ers, effectively killing any 
chance of congressional ac¬ 
tion this year. 

The $ 14-billion US legis¬ 
lation officially died in the 
Senate yesterday after sup¬ 
porters failed to get 
enough support in a proce¬ 
dural vote. 

Republican-brokered 
talks faltered, leaving the 
chamber at a dead end on 
an approach for extending 


$14 billion in loans to avert 
a threatened collapse of 
one or more automakers, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid said in remarks 
on the floor. 

The White House said it 
would evaluate its options 
in light of the collapse of 
the bailout legislation. 

White House spokesman 
Tony Fratto declined to say 
what those options includ¬ 
ed. The Bush administra¬ 
tion has resisted Democ¬ 
rats’ past demands to use 
some money from the 


agent said. She was 85. Page 
was a ubiquitous sight during 
the 1950s, propelled to 
stardom when she posed for 
Playboy as Miss January 1955 - 


House bill 

• The House passed its ver¬ 
sion of a Democratic-spon- 
sored bailout Wednesday 
but Senate Republicans re¬ 
jected that measure. 

$700-billion bailout pack¬ 
age approved in October to 
help struggling financial 
institutions to help the au¬ 
tomakers. 

Fratto said the failed leg¬ 
islation had “presented the 
best chance to avoid a dis- 


She enjoyed a renaissance of 
sorts in the 1980s, as a new 
generation of fans became ob¬ 
sessed with her legacy. Page 
was admitted to a Los Angeles- 


orderly bankruptcy while 
ensuring taxpayer funds 
only go to firms whose 
stakeholders were pre¬ 
pared to make difficult de¬ 
cisions to become viable.” 

Lawmakers planned to 
move ahead with a vote on 
a Democratic-sponsored 
bill negotiated with the 
White House that Reid ad¬ 
mitted would not succeed. 

Participants said the 
compromise fell apart over 
proposed wage conces¬ 
sions by the United Auto 
Workers. reuters 


area hospital four weeks ago. 
She never regained conscious¬ 
ness after suffering a heart at¬ 
tack earlier this month. 

REUTERS 


animals Zoo life can be 
deadly for elephants, re¬ 
searchers concluded in a 
study that found wild ele¬ 
phants live longer than 
their captive sisters. 

The average African fe¬ 
male elephant lived to be 
just under 17 in a zoo but 
female elephants living 
natural lives in Amboseli 
National Park in Kenya 
lived an average of 56 
years, they found. 

Stress and obesity are 
the likely killers, Ros 
Clubb of Britain’s Royal So¬ 
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals and col¬ 
leagues found. 

“In zoos, the welfare of 
African elephants (Lox- 
odonta africana) and Asian 


elephants (Elephas max- 
imus) has long caused con¬ 
cern,” they wrote in Fri¬ 
day’s issue of the journal 
Science. 

“Infanticide, Herpes, tu¬ 
berculosis, lameness, infer¬ 
tility, and stereotypic be¬ 
havior are prevalent, and 
zoo elephant populations 
are not self-sustaining 
without importation.” 

The international team 
of researchers studied 
more than 4,500 elephants, 
including about half the 
global zoo population. 

“Neither infant nor juve¬ 
nile mortality differed be¬ 
tween populations, but 
adult females died earlier 
in zoos than in Amboseli,” 
they wrote. reuters 


News in brief 


PEOPLE Bettie Page, one of 
America’s most photographed 
pinup girls during the 1950 s, 
died in Los Angeles on Thurs¬ 
day from pneumonia, her 
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Obama picks Daschle to spearhead health care 

U.S. president-elect Barack Obama has chosen former senator Tom Daschle to spearhead health-care reform 
— putting a veteran in charge of one of the most ambitious gambles of his administration. Reuters 


Governor’s charges delay bond sale 


S&P keeping eye on state 

• The state’s fiscal woes, as 
well as the corruption 


Corruption charges filed 
against Illinois Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich forced the de¬ 
lay of a $i. 4 -billion US 
debt sale needed to keep 
the state’s nursing homes 
open, state troopers’ cars 
fuelled and prisoners fed, 
state officials said 
Thursday. 

Without money from 
the debt sale, the state was 


charges against its governor, 
led Standard & Poor's Ratings 

facing a record unpaid bill 
backlog nearing $4 billion. 

On Tuesday, the gover¬ 
nor and his chief of staff 


Services to place Illinois' AA 
general obligation rating on 
review for a possible down¬ 
grade. 

John Harris were charged 
with corruption by federal 
prosecutors. 

Illinois Attorney General 


Lisa Madigan said she was 
reviewing whether she can 
tell investors there is no 
pending or actual litiga¬ 
tion that could affect the 
debt or any controversy 
concerning the governor 
and his ability to hold of¬ 
fice, according to her 
spokeswoman Natalie 
Bauer. 

REUTERS 


What annoys you most about Christmas? 


EU close to climate, stimulus plan 



■ The fake happiness at Christmas 

□ Crowded city centers and buying frenzy 

■ Nothing 

■ The stress of finding presents 

■ Christmas decoration and festive music 

■ Family gatherings 
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environment European 
leaders moved towards 
agreement on a multibil- 
lion-dollar program to 
tackle economic recession 
and a climate change plan 
amended to limit impact 
on struggling industries. 

Green groups warned 
that the European Union’s 
credibility as a force in 
tackling climate change 
would be endangered if it 
accepted too many 


changes to a plan to cut 
carbon dioxide emissions 
by 20 per cent by 2020. 

Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, who has 
threatened to veto a deal 
without concessions to 
protect key industries, 
emerged from the first day 
of a two-day EU summit, 
declaring: “We are heading 
towards a compromise ... 
We are getting what we 

Want.” REUTERS 


News in brief 


ECONOMY Brazil's government 
announced tax breaks worth 
8.4 billion reais ($3.6 billion 
US) designed to help boost de¬ 


mand and stem a slowing 
economy, but which could un¬ 
dermine its fiscal strength. 

REUTERS 
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entertainment, mattresses, Hbc Gift Cards, pharmacy, licensed merchandise & licensed departments. CA Day discount cannot be combined with New Account 
Discount. Other exclusions may apply. f Registered trademark of Hudson’s Bay Company. ® Registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 
Used pursuant to license. 
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PARIS 

JEWELLERS 

www.parisjewellersca 

WE LOV 
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YOU W 
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SAVINGS! 

C.V. - Paris Jewellers 




• PARIS JEWELLERS LOCATIONS • 


Terra Losa Ce ntre-17 Ost.9 5ave • Bonnie Doon Mall 


Londonderry Mall • St. Albert Centre 


Shewood Park Mall • Mill Woods Town Centre 
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Murder suspect recites Hamlet in film 

American exchange student Amanda Knox, perhaps the most famous murder suspect in Italy, is featured in a 
prison movie reciting the famous “To be, or not to be" speech from Hamlet, said the film's director. Reuters 


More dashes 
rock Greece 


Protesters hurled fire 
bombs at riot police, who 
answered with tear gas, as 
4,000 Greek students 
marched Thursday on the 
sixth straight day of anti¬ 
government violence. 

Riots across Greece, trig¬ 
gered by the police shoot¬ 
ing of a teenager, but fu¬ 
elled by deep popular 
anger over corruption and 
economic hardship, have 
shaken the conservative 
government. 

Marchers chanted, 
“Cops, pigs, murderers!” in 
the latest spasm of 
Greece’s worst unrest since 
the aftermath of its 1967- 
1974 military rule. 

Helicopters hovered 


overhead as the protesters 
set fire to piles of garbage 
in the middle of deserted 
Athens avenues. 

The violence was less in¬ 
tense than in previous 
days, but more protests 
were planned for tomor¬ 
row and Monday and some 
Greeks asked how much 
longer the government 
could remain in power. 

“The government has 
shown it cannot handle 
this. If police start impos¬ 
ing the law, everyone will 
say the military junta is 
back,” said Yannis Kalaitza- 
lcis, 49, an electrician. “The 
government is stuck be¬ 
tween a rock and a hard 

place.” REUTERS 


Venezuela indicts opposition 
leader on corruption charges 


politics Venezuela indicted 
opposition leader Manuel 
Rosales on corruption 
charges Thursday, possibly 
weakening adversaries of 
leftist President Hugo 
Chavez as he seeks to deep¬ 
en his self-styled revolu¬ 
tion. 


The indictment, which 
was expected, came after 
the government this year 
blocked several opposition 
politicians from running 
for office, sparking criti¬ 
cism that Chavez was us¬ 
ing the state to silence his 
political enemies, reuters 



Italy Rome is swamped 


A rescuer carries a stranded woman from a flooded coffee bar 
near in Rome on Thursday. Rome's mayor has asked authorities 
to declare a state of emergency in the Italian capital after 
heavy rains caused floods and led to at least one death. 


News in brief 


CARACAS A power outage 
struck parts of the Venezuelan 
capital yesterday, the latest in a 
series of big electricity 
blackouts that have weighed 
on the popularity of President 


Hugo Chavez this year. 
Venezuela has already suffered 
three nationwide blackouts in 
2008, and chronic power short¬ 
ages have sparked protests. 

REUTERS 



LASIK MD LASIK Now. Pay in 2010. 

VISION * 


Dr. Richard Leger 

MD, FRCSC 
40 000 procedures 


LASER VISION CORRECTION 

Starting at 

$ 4 9 0 


NEW FINANCING 
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Down 

Payments 

Interest 

UNTIL JANUARY 2010* 


FREE Consultation: 780-702-2020 

EDMONTON: Edmonton City Center Mall, 

10200 - 1 02 Avenue, Suite Cl 07 

www.lasikmd.com 




* Prices are subject to change without prior notice. Prices vary based on prescription strength. Applicable to surgery on both eyes only, 
t Subject to Desjardins Card Services credit approval. No payments, no interest until January 2010. 
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THE BAY’S GIFTS TO YOU FOR 
GREAT WEEKEND SHOPPING 
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save an 

extra 
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When you use your Hbc + MasterCard® or your Hbc Credit Card 

• . * 

on fantastic sale & clearance merchandise storewide 

ALL WEEKEND! 

Fri., Dec. 12th - last 3 hours 
Sat., Dec. 13th - ALL DAY 
Sun., Dec. 14th - ALL DAY 

*Excludes electronics and some other exclusions apply. See below for details. 


Plus, at your beauty destination get a 

*50 GIFT 

Spend $ 50 or more (before taxes) in cosmetics 
and fragrances and receive your gift of a 

Bay Beauty VIP Savings Passport 


x 




Redeem your Bay Beauty VIP Savings Passport by visiting us in the cosmetics 

and fragrance department to get 

$ 10 free” each month in December 2008, 
January, February, March & April 2009 


**The Bay Beauty VIP Savings Passport is redeemable only at the Bay for $10 off any cosmetics or fragrance purchase 
of $50 or more (before taxes) once each month from December 2008 to April 2009. 

*15% discount excludes: Women's wear: ABS, Groupe JS Collection dresses & suits, Tahari suits, Andy The-Anh, Anne Klein New York, Ba&sh, By Malene Birger, Qa Va de Soi, Chaiken Profile, Dana Buchman, Ellen Tracy, Hoss, Laila, Lauren by Ralph 
Lauren, Mint, Norma Kamali, Tavan & Mitto, Three Quarter, Tara Jarmon, Walter, BAIA Black Label, DKNYC sportswear. Men's wear: West End Shop/Boutique Le President. Cosmetics & fragrances. Spanx hosiery, Dooney & Bourke handbags, Calvin 
Klein handbags, Treesje handbags, Kenneth Cole NY handbags. Swarovski crystal, Gucci watches, furniture, major appliances, home entertainment, mattresses, Hbc Gift Cards, pharmacy, licensed merchandise & licensed departments. CA Day discount 
cannot be combined with New Account Discount. Other exclusions may apply. 

t Registered trademark of Hudson's Bay Company. ® Registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Used pursuant to license. 
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Are we tiring of Ottawa's spectacle? 


Omni Vision 


Rick , $ 

McGinnis 1 4 

rick.mcginnis@ metronews.ca 


e can only 
imagine 
what was 
said to Bob 
Rae in the 
24-hour period between last 
Monday and Tuesday to con¬ 
vince him to concede the 
fight for leader of the Liber¬ 
al Party of Canada to his old 
college roommate Michael 
Ignatieff. Whatever it was, it 
must have been a com¬ 
pelling enough argument — 
or attractive enough offer — 


to breach Rae’s apparently 
adamant opposition and 
forthright ego. 

When the week began, 
Rae was insisting that “most 
people believe it’s better to 
have a contest, it’s better to 
have a choice.” A day later, 
he was all resignation and 
curt practicality: “It’s not 
the end of the world here, 
folks,” he told the Toronto 
Star. “I mean, a decision had 
to be made.” 

“You have to be realistic 
about these things,” he said, 
with the verbal equivalent 
of a wince. “It’s just poli¬ 
tics.” 

Politics is what we’re see¬ 
ing a lot of this season, as 
the howling rhetoric and 
convulsions of two election 
campaigns on either side of 
the border seems to have in- 


It remains to be 
seen whether 
our politicians 
have the stamina 
to keep going. 

fused the customary torpor 
of Canadian Parliament 
with an intemperate com¬ 
bativeness that rarely 
emerges more than once or 
twice a centuiy. Unaccus¬ 
tomed as we all are to the 
demands of this spectacle, it 
remains to be seen whether 
our politicians have the 
stamina to keep going — or 
whether the Canadian peo¬ 
ple have the patience to pay 
attention. 

Call it what you want — 
and I like to call it a coup 


within an attempted coup 
— but it’s hard to deny that 
the surprisingly brisk lead¬ 
ership shuffle the Liberals 
undertook this week is an 
acknowledgement their as¬ 
sault on Stephen Harper’s 
minority government might 
not be powered by fully 
charged batteries. Even after 
stepping aside for Ignatieff, 
Rae insisted that he would 
still have been up for a lead¬ 
ership battle if the party had 
decided to go to its mem¬ 
bers, instead of consulting 
the “77 MPs and 58 senators 
of caucus, defeated candi¬ 
dates from the October elec¬ 
tion and the presidents of 
riding associations and com¬ 
mission clubs” the Star 
called the “Liberal elite.” 

Consulting the party’s 
own bylaws, choosing alter- 



Views 


Here's a green idea: Put BrightNights downtown 



UrbanCom 


In these increasingly dreaiy 
days of winter, we can all 
use a chuckle and I know 
where you can find one. Go 
to the Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce website and 
click on its BrightNights 


2008 information. Click on 
the BrightNights Goes 
GREEN! link. 

Holy ecology, Batman! 
This is the “greenest” 
BrightNights has ever been! 
The electricity comes from 
Ecologo Certified wind facil¬ 
ities in Alberta! They’ve put 
timers on the high efficien¬ 
cy lights! There are even 
carbon offsets! 

So where’s the humour? 

Well it’s not like the 
lights can spurn coal-gener¬ 
ated electrons and embrace 
only those generated by 


wind. All electricity goes in¬ 
to the same power pool. 

But spin aside, you can¬ 
not walk through Hawrelalc 
Park with the lciddos. You 
can only see them from a 
car or bus — major sources 
of air pollution. 

But what is really funny is 
that we have created a light 
jail far away from where 
most Edmontonians live, 
work and play. The cham¬ 
ber could have done a huge 
light display downtown. 

Putting lights on the 
buildings along Jasper Av¬ 


enue would be my first 
choice. We could block it off 
at night and people could 
then actually walk and talk 
together. 

And in the end, the city 
would look a whole lot bet¬ 
ter, brighter and more wel¬ 
coming than it does with 
the pathetic Christmas 
lights the city has installed. 


Terence Harding is a corporate communi¬ 
cator and has been a radio and television 
talk show host, newspaper columnist, and 
radio commentator. He is a keen observer 
of all things Edmonton. 


native delegates from elec¬ 
toral district associations re¬ 
quires a candidate “(i) is a 
youth, if there are not six 
youth delegates from that 
EDA; (ii) is an aboriginal per¬ 
son, if there are not two abo¬ 
riginal delegates from that 
EDA; (iii) is a woman, if 
there are not 10 delegates 
from that EDA who are 
women; (iv) is a man, if 
there are not ten delegates 


from that EDA who are 
men; (v) is a senior, if there 
are not two delegates from 
that EDA who are seniors.” 
You almost can’t blame 
them for defaulting to the 
backroom everyone thinks 
runs the Liberal party. 

Rae’s right; whatever this 
is — and it’s certainly noth¬ 
ing like democracy, perish 
the thought — it’s just poli¬ 
tics, God help us all. 
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Mistletoe or not, with 
deals this good, you’ll 
want to kiss somebody 

For a limited time, get three amazing offers in one great sale. 


Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE • bell.ca 


50 


%OFF 

select 

smartphones 1 


+ 50 


%OFF 

rate plans for 
3 months 1 


+•50 


accessories 

credit 2 






3G BlackBerry® Curve™ 

8330 smartphone 

3G Samsung Instinct™ 

Samsung Cleo™ 

LG Rumour™ 

$ z| 9 95 

$4995 

LO 

O 

$ o 

with a $45 voice 

with a $100 Fun bundle 

on a 3-yr. term 1 

on a 3-yr. term 1 

and data plan on 
a 3-yr. term 3 
($549.95 no term) 

discount on a 3-yr. term 4 
($399.95 no term) 

($274.95 no term) 

($249.95 no term) 


shopping 
just got 
better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17th Ave.S.W. 

1905 Centre Street 
4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E 
10603 107th Ave. 

Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping 
Centre 

Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 
Forest Lawn Shopping 
Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall -kiosk 
North Hill Shopping Centre 
-kiosk 

Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall -Kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping 
Centre 

South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANM0RE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 
6143 28th Ave. 

9774 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603 107th Ave. 

11150 149th St. 

17551 100th Ave. 

12804 82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd 
18563 Stony Plain Rd 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Chartwell Shopping Centre 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre 
kiosk II 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall -kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 
West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 
EDSON 

330 45th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping 
Centre 

GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping 
Centre 

LL0YDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping 
Centre 

Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave 



Also available at these retailers: 


CALGARY 
Connect All 


LETHBRIDGE 
Protek Communications 


Costco 1 booth WIRELESS etc... ((WIRELESSWRVE)) 


Offer ends December 24,2008. Available with compatible devices within Bell Mobility high speed mobile network coverage areas. Other monthly fees, i.e., e9-1-1 (75c), system access (not a government fee) ($8.95), and one-time device activation ($35) apply. Long distance and roaming charges (including foreign taxes) may 
apply outside your local area. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. ( 1 ) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. ( 2 ) With new activation on a 3-yr. contract on a monthly voice plan. 
Rebate applies on accessories before taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. ( 3 ) With new activation on a monthly voice plan and a data feature with a total min. value of $45/mo. ( 4 ) With new activation on a monthly voice plan with a min. Fun 15 bundle. Rebate applies on device before 
taxes in-store, on the Web or on the account otherwise; allow 4 to 6 weeks. You must keep the Fun bundle for 12 months after activation, otherwise a one-time data service price adjustment of $99 will be charged on your account. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, 
names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. $amsung Instinct and $amsung Cleo are trademarks of $amsung Electronics Co., Ltd., and its related entities. Rumour is a trademark of LG Electronics Inc. 
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WOMEN’S 
POINT ZERO 
FASHIONS 
ON SALE 

December 12th to December 18th 


50 % 

OFF 

POINT ZERO 
FASHIONS 

Off our regular prices. 
Includes Above Average sizes 


You can’t buy irony 

Visa Inc. chief executive Joseph Saunders was without his plastic Thursday 
after losing his wallet en route to New York from San Francisco. Reuters 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN DESOUZA, FERMIN.DESOUZA^METRONEWS.CA 


OH firms to spend 
cautiously in 2009 


BCE, buyers 
say $34.8B 
deal is dead 

buyout The $34.8-billion 
leveraged buyout of BCE 
Inc. ended in collapse 
Thursday, setting the stage 
for a fight between the 
company and its buyers 
over the deal’s $1.2-billion 
breakup fee. 

The derailment was 
widely expected after 
BCE’s accountants, KPMG, 
concluded that the compa¬ 
ny would be in insolvency 
due to its debt load. 

BCE confirmed the buy¬ 
out would not proceed and 
said it would demand a 
breakup fee from the buy¬ 
ers because they 
prematurely delivered 
their notice to terminate. 

The buyers, meanwhile, 
said it was “very clear” 
that neither party owes a 
termination fee to the oth¬ 
er. REUTERS 


EnCana Corp. and Petro- 
Canada moved to cut 2009 
capital spending Thursday 
to cope with falling 
commodity prices and 
market turmoil. 

Petro-Canada said it will 
cut its 2009 capital budget 
by 36 per cent to $3.96 bil¬ 
lion from the $6.16 billion 
it plans to spend this year. 

The company is forecast¬ 
ing a drop in output as it 
plans major maintenance 
shutdowns at offshore 
projects in Atlantic Canada 
and in the North Sea. 


RETAIL Lululemon Athletica Co. 
and Empire Co. both showed 
double-digit quarterly profit 
growth, but while the markets 
warmed to Empire, owner of 


EnCana said 2009 capital 
spending may shift up or 
down by $500 million de¬ 
pending on whether the 
recession tightens or eases 
over the course of the year. 

It said it sees 2009 pro¬ 
duction levels remaining 
similar to 2008’s, in the 
range of about 4.5 billion to 
4.7 billion cubic feet of nat¬ 
ural gas equivalent a day. 

It also lowered its 2008 
target for cash flow by 
about five per cent to a 
range between $9.4 billion 
and $9.6 billion. reuters 


Sobey's, because it sells essen¬ 
tial food products, reaction to 
the clothier was much cooler 
because it will suffer from low¬ 
er consumer spending. REUTERS 


Business in brief 


MacEwan 



www.MacEwan.ca 




















THE NEW 
OWNER’S 
GUARANTEE 


1. No System Access Fees 

2. Free text alerts for budget control 

3. No term contract necessary 

4. We give back with FidoDollars™ every time 
you use your phone 


IF YOU SHARE OUR CONCERN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, PLEASE USE ONLINE BILLING. VISIT FIDO.CA/BILLING. 

1. Local airtime over the allotted monthly minutes in the monthly plan, long-distance and roaming charges and any additional options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. 2. With 2-year Fido Agreement. An early cancellation 
fee applies. 3. Limited-time offer available until December 31,2008 on new activations. Activation fee will appear as a credit on your first invoice. Offers and pricing subject to change without prior notice. ™ Fido & design and FidoDollars are trademarks 
of Fido Solutions Inc. © 2008 Fido Solutions Inc. 


FIDO STORES 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Southgate Centre 


EXCLUSIVE DEALERS 

CELLULAR BABY 
West Edmonton Mall 
GENERATION WIRELESS 
City Centre 


HAIR OF THE DOG 
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West Edmonton Mall 
OMEGACELL 
10376 78 Avenue 
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West Edmonton Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
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Junior selection camp opens 

Thirty-eight players arrived in Ottawa Thursday for Canada's world junior hockey selection camp. A morning skate and an evening intrasquad game are 
scheduled for Friday and Saturday, but just an intrasquad game is on Sunday's agenda. The 22-player team will be named Monday, metro news services 


Sports 



Buble buys into WHL’s Giants 

B.C.-born singer Michael Buble was named a minority owner of the Van¬ 
couver Giants Thursday, joining fellow co-owners Sultan Thiara, former 
NHL coach Pat Quinn and NHL legend Gordie Howe in the Giants’ owner¬ 
ship lineup. The 33 -year old crooner has sold more than 15 million 
records since his major-label debut nearly six years ago. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SPORTS/S) METRONEWS.CA 


Sports in brief 


MLB Matt Clement has agreed 
to a minor-league deal with the 
Toronto Blue Jays, MLB.com re¬ 
ported Thursday. A team official 
said nothing was official yet, al¬ 
though an announcement could 
come Friday. The right-hander 
hasn't pitched in the Major 
Leagues since 2006. 

MLB The New York Mets 
acquired relief pitcher J.J. Putz 
from the Seattle Mariners in a 
three-team trade that also in¬ 
volves the Cleveland Indians. 
The deal came only hours after 
the Mets officially signed for¬ 
mer Angels reliever Francisco 
Rodriguez, who set the major 
league record with 62 saves in 
2008. It is believed that Putz 
will serve as the set-up man in 
a bullpen that will feature an 
entirely new look in 2009. 


Streak snapped as Panthers blank Oil 


NHL RESULT 
Panthers 2 Oilers 0 


vs 


THE SKINNY: Florida 
goaltender Craig Anderson 
stole the show with 41 saves 
for his seventh career shutout 
to frustrate the Oilers, who had 
a three-game winning streak 
snapped as they dropped to 3- 
4-2 on home ice. 




THE QUOTE: “We've got to 
get pucks to the net and make 
easy plays," said Andrew 
Cogliano. “We're trying to do a 
little too much right now and 
we haven't got the goals." 



The Panthers' Jassen Cullimore and goalie Craig Anderson 
check Kyle Brodziak in front of the net last night. 


THE BIG PLAY: It was score¬ 
less midway through the 
second period when Anderson 
stopped red-hot Ales Hemsky 


on a clear-cut breakaway to 
keep the game deadlocked at 
zeroes. 


GOT THEIR NUMBER: Mike 


* Modano, who notched the 
s winner in a 4-3 decision over 
§ the Oilers Sunday, scored both 
\ Dallas goals. Modano has 75 
3 points in 63 career games 
| against Edmonton. 


DANDY ANDY: The Panthers 
would have been out of it early 
had it not been for Anderson. 
The shots were 25-10 for the 
Oilers when Stephen Weiss 
blew a slapshot past Mathieu 
Garon on a power play to make 
it 1-0 at 14:56 of the second pe¬ 
riod. 


STREAK SNAPPER: Hemsky 
had a career-high eight-game 
points scoring streak (4-7-11) 
snapped. Hemsky had four 
shots, including his breakaway, 
but got no sniff thanks to the 
heroics of Anderson. 


HOME COOKING: The Oil 

ers were unbeaten in their last 
six games against the Panthers 
at Rexall Place with five wins 
and a tie. Their last loss on 
home ice to Florida before this 
setback was Jan. 5,1996, by a 
score of 3-2. 


GAGNER BACK IN: While 
Robert Nilsson sat out his 
fourth straight game with a 
shoulder injury, Sam Gagner re¬ 
turned to action after missing 
two games with a mild concus¬ 
sion. Gagner lined up with 
Gilbert Brule and Liam Reddox. 


THE NEXT GAME: The Oilers 
host the Vancouver Canucks 
Saturday 

ROBIN BROWNLEE/ 
FOR METRO EDMONTON 


NHL The Dallas Stars 


announced Thursday that they 
have placed veteran defense- 
man Sergei Zubov on injured 
reserve, retroactive to Nov. 28, 
with a hip injury. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 

NHL 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Florida 2 EDMONTON 0 
Tampa Bay 3 Montreal l 
Columbus 2 Nashville l (SO) 
Philadelphia 6 Carolina 5 (SO) 
Phoenix 3 Minnesota l 
Pittsburgh 9 N.Y. Islanders 2 
St. Louis at Los Angeles 
Anaheim at San Jose 

FRIDAY’S GAMES 
Ottawa at Washington 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Boston at Atlanta 
Detroit at Dallas 
Chicago at Colorado 
Florida at Calgary 


THURSDAY’S RESULT 

Chicago 27 New Orleans 24 (OT) 


YorkReport 


Basketball Kobe's new kicks 



will return 


Kobe Bryant speaks at a webcast to unveil his new Nike Zoom Kobe IV basketball shoe in Los An¬ 
geles. The shoe will be available for sale in China from Jan. 1,2009, and in the U.S., Canada and 
Europe from February 2009. 


Lightning shock Habs 


ELSEWHERE IN THE NHL 


Tampa 3 Montreal 1 



Martin St. Louis scored 
twice and Tampa Bay 
stopped its nine-game los¬ 
ing streak with a 3-1 win 
over the Montreal Canadi- 
ens. 

Vincent Lecavalier also 
lit the lamp and had an as¬ 
sist for the Lightning, who 
received two helpers from 
Lukas Krajicek to win their 
first game since Nov. 21 
against Nashville. Olaf 
Kolzig stopped 31 shots, in¬ 
cluding all 24 he faced over 
the final two periods, for 
Tampa Bay. 

Patrice Brisebois scored 
on the power play in the 
first period for the Canadi- 



Vincent Lecavalier celebrates 
his goal with Mark Recchi, left, 
last night. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning beat Montreal 3-1. 


ens, who had won four of 
their last five coming into 
last night. Jaroslav Halalc 
made 19 saves in defeat. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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TWIN 


Youth Programs Jan 09 - Mar 09 

* Learn to Skate 

* Powerskating and Hockey Skills 

* Skills and Games (Hockey) 

* Hockey Tips for Tots 

* Skating, Shooting, Scoring 


Youth Hockey Christmas Camp 

* 6 sessions 

* December 22 - January 2 

* Novice to Midget Groups 
*$140/player 


Adult Programs Jan09 - Mar 09 

* Learn to Skate 

* Powerskating and Hockey Skills 

* Ladies Only - Learn to play Hockey 



* Sessions vary throughout the week 

* Prices vary depending on course 

* Please call to inquire 



























































































For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 
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Visions 


Phone availability and price may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. ^Available until December 25,2008. Effective net price after in-store discount at time of activation. Available for clients (new and renewal) who activate voice and data service with a combination of a voice rate plan and a data add-on totalling $40 or more on a 3 year term. TELUS 
reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. tOffer available as an add-on to voice rate plans with a plan rate of $25 or greater on PDA smartphones (with TELUS mobile email only) and BlackBerry smartphones (with BlackBerry Internet Service only). An additional 100 will apply for each text message or attachment 
sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Premium messages are not included. Instant messaging available with Windows Live Messenger on PDA smartphones only and BlackBerry Messenger on BlackBerry smartphones only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $8/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Cannot be 
combined with any other data plan. Web browsing and applications usage is not available on BlackBerry smartphones and is charged at pay-per-use rate of $8/MB on PDA smartphones. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. BlackBerry®, Research In Motion®, SureType® and related trademarks, names and logos 
are the Drooertv of Research In Motion Limited and are reaistered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license from Research In Motion Limited. Gooale and the Gooale loao are trademarks of Gooale. Inc. Yahoo is a reaistered trademark of Yahoo! Canada Co. All other trademarks are Drooertv of their resDective owners. © 2008 TELUS. 


TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 

EDMONTON 


A smart deal is 
coming your way. 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
TELUS Plaza North 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 


4515 Gateway Blvd. 

Fort Saskatchewan 

9542 86th Ave. 


9914 103rd St. 


Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 


ELUS 

the future is friendly 


30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 


30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 


Leduc 

6B - 5904 50th St. 

5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

162 -26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Sherwood Park Mall 


Southgate Mall 
West Edmonton Mall 

Downtown 

9915 108A Ave. NW 

11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 


NORTH 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 

5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 


$ 49 . 99 ' 

3G BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330 smartphone 

(3 year term) 


For $20/month, add to select voice plans: 

UNLIMITED personal email, IM, text, 

Voice Mail 10 and Call Display. 1, 


Get the 3G BlackBerry Curve on Canada’s largest 3G network. 


5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 

14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 







































Chapters Indigo 


Offer valid at Indigo, Chapters and World's Biggest Bookstore locations on in-stock items from Thursday December 11th to Sunday December 14th, 2008, while quantities last. Not valid at Coles, Smithbooks, The Book Company or Indigospirit. 
Offer is valid in conjunction with irewards™. The free book in this offer applies to the book with the lowest retail price. Offer not valid on kiosk orders. Offer is subject to change at any time without notice. 
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Visit metronews.ca/movies to get 

showtimes, watch trailers and read reviews. 
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Movies 


Just golden 

Pg 24 



The Curious Case of Benjamin Button — starring Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett — Frost/Nixon and Doubt led the Golden Globes 
with five nominations each. All the award buzz around The Dark Knight fell flat, as the blockbuster only picked up one nod. 



Sean Penn delivers an utterly 
truthful performance in Milk. 



So what’s on Alan Cross’ 
Christmas music playlist? 



Heath Ledger picking up 
award nominations. 



Rock Ur Phone by downloading 
your favorite Ringtunes, Videos, 
Games and more! 

Text ROCK to 4811 to start, or 
visit rogers.com/rockurphone. 

No purchase necessary. Contest closes January 31, 2009. Go to 
rogers.com/rockurphone for contest rules. Text messages charges apply. 

0 ROGERS 
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Tokyo Mater to play ahead of Bolt 

Disney-Pixar will premiere its 3 -D short film Tokyo Mater at theaters nationwide before its animated movie Bolt. The 
short is the fourth in Disney-Pixar’s Cars Toons series, inspired by the hit 2006 film Cars, metro news services 


Movies 


©©©©© A CLASSIC; ©©©© EXCELLENT; ©©© GOOD; ©© FAIR; © POOR 




VIOLENCE, 
LANGUAGE 
MAY OFFEND 


Ifeil 


l!!l 




GoldenGlobes 


THE NOMINEES: Fora 
complete list of Golden Globe 
nominees, vist 

metronews.ca/entertainment. 


man competing for love 
and money on a TV game 
show, and relationship 
sagas Revolutionary Road 
and The Reader. 

Doubt, a tale of sexual 
abuse in the Catholic 
church, tied Benjamin But¬ 
ton and Frost/Nixon with 
five nominations, but was 
shut out of the race for 
best film drama. 

Also excluded from best 
film races were Milk, with 
Sean Penn playing slain 
gay rights activist Harvey 
Milk, and Batman flick The 
Dark Knight. Milk did, 
however, earn a nomina¬ 
tion for Penn as best actor 
and Dark Knight provided 
a nomination for the late 


Milk a good source of acting 


Milk 


Director: Gus Van Sant _ 

Stars: Sean Penn, Josh Brolin 

Classification: 14A 


Rating: ©©©Vi 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


Gus Van Sant’s Milk is a 
project the director has 
been nurturing for 
years. 

The movie is about Har¬ 
vey Milk, the first openly 
gay politician elected in 
the U.S. who was tragical¬ 
ly murdered by his col¬ 
league Dan White. 

Sean Penn stars as Milk 
and delivers the kind of 
emotionally draining and 
utterly truthful perform¬ 
ance that is expected of 


him. 

The same can be said of 
Josh Brolin, who gives the 
potentially one-dimen¬ 
sional Dan White a thor¬ 
oughly believable and 
complex psychological 
profile — which 
shouldn’t be particularly 
surprising given that he 
just did the same thing 
with the far more chal¬ 
lenging role of George W. 
Bush. 

While Penn and Brolin 
are the major standouts, 
everyone else in the cast 
— including James Fran¬ 
co, Emile Hirsch and Ali¬ 
son Pill — seem to under¬ 
stand the socio-cultural 
importance of the film 
and deliver excellent per¬ 
formances. 

Released mere weeks af¬ 
ter the now infamous 


immt 


IP iff 


GoldenGlobes 


BEST ACTOR: Sean Penn 

Prop 8 campaign in Cali¬ 
fornia, this film about ar¬ 
guably the greatest gay 
rights activist could not 
be more timely. 

It’s obviously a very per¬ 
sonal issue for Van Sant, 
who treats the film with 
the kind of gravitas it de¬ 
serves and avoids his typi¬ 
cal stylistic flights of fan¬ 
cy unless they serve the 
film in a meaningful way. 

Milk might not test the 
boundaries of narrative 
filmmaking like the rest 
of Van Sant’s recent work, 
but it is still an important 
story told with style and 
heart that deserves to be 
seen. 


The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, starring Brad Pitt, received 
five Golden Globe nominations yesterday. 


Heath Ledger in the sup¬ 
porting actor category. 

Golden Globe Awards 
are also are handed out for 
best film musical or come¬ 
dy and that group of nomi¬ 
nees included Burn After 
Reading, Happy-Go-Lucky, 


In Bruges, Mamma Mia! 
and director Woody Allen’s 
Vicky Cristina Barcelona. 

The Golden Globes are 
voted on by roughly 90 
members of the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association 
and given out on Jan. 11. 


And the nominees are 


Benjamin Button and Frost/Nixon lead the Golden Globes pack 


A wide variety of films 
from heart-rending Slum- 
dog Millionaire to tension- 
filled Frost/Nixon shared 
the spotlight of Golden 
Globe nominations Thurs¬ 
day as Hollywood 
marched toward the 
Oscars. 

The Curious Case of Ben¬ 
jamin Button, about a man 


who ages backward, and 
Frost/Nixon, which re¬ 
counts the interviews of 
disgraced U.S. President 
Richard Nixon by British 
journalist David Frost, 
each earned five nomina¬ 
tions including best film 
drama to lead the nomi¬ 
nees. 

“It’s a really good morn¬ 


ing,” Frost/Nixon director 
Ron Howard told Reuters. 
“We need this kind of ac¬ 
knowledgment to cut 
through the clutter” of nu¬ 
merous holiday films. 

Benjamin Button and 
Frost/Nixon were joined in 
the race for best movie 
drama by Slumdog Million¬ 
aire, about a poor Indian 


TME 


Richard 


Corliss 


iNeltt Jlork ® 


\mc$ 


Manohla 


Dargis 


1 ^ 
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Roger 


Ebert 


? 


NICOLE KIDMAN 


NOW PLAYING! 


Check directory or log onto www.cineplex.com 
www.empiretheatres.com or www.tribute.ca 
for locations and showtimes 
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Atlantis Rising being adapted 

Writer-director Joby Harold is negotiating to write the adaptation of the comic book Atlantis Rising for DreamWorks. 
Len Wiseman (Live Free or Die Hard) is attached to direct the apocalyptic science fiction project. Reuters 
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Reel Time 


A CLASSIC; EXCELLENT; GOOD; FAIR; © POOR 


As the world doesn’t turn 



Keanu Reeves stars in the updated version of this sci-fi film. 


Delgo better left in bargain bin 


The Day the Earth 

Stood still 

Director: Scott Derrickson 
Stars: Keanu Reeves, Jennifer 
Connelly _ 

Classification: PG_ 

Rating: 


TALIA SOGHOMONIAN 

Metro World News 


Back in 1951, the thought 
of aliens invading the 
Earth was prevalent. The 
world was still recovering 
from the World War II, the 
Cold War had set in and 
extraterrestrials were the 
new Germans. 

Robert Wise’s now-clas- 
sic movie The Day the 
Earth Stood Still carried a 
timely anti-nuclear mes¬ 
sage, attempting to stretch 
the reigning fears of the 
time; the Cold War was 
setting in and the Korean 
War was just around the 
corner. 

Almost 60 years later, in 
Scott Derriclcson’s remake, 
the global situation has 
changed, this time with an 
ecological message, the lat¬ 


est point of inspiration for 
screenwriters being global 
warming. From the latest 
Bond flick Quantum of Sol¬ 
ace to The Transporters, 
raising awareness of the 
“unconventional truth” 
has been like a light bulb 
of a bright new idea. 

But while Wise’s original 
was an unconventional ex¬ 
ercise, Derriclcson’s ver¬ 
sion seems clueless, repris¬ 
ing a “city under siege” 
story within blockbuster 
format and some very 
bland characters. 

Jennifer Connelly plays 
Helen, a microbiologist 
who is rounded up by the 
government one night, 
along with some fellow 
eggheads, when a giant 
space object seems headed 
straight to earth. Instead, 
it lands in Central Park 
and it turns out to be a 
glowing giant marble. 

Out of it steps a human¬ 
shaped alien who later 
morphs into Klaatu (Keanu 
Reeves), accompanied by 
an equally cold towering 
cold metal robot who 
seems lifted directly from 
Metropolis. 


On the web 

• Visit metronews.co/ 
movies to see trailers for 
both Delgo and The Day 
the Earth Stood Still. 


Klaatu is actually there 
to warn humanity that it’s 
time to go, given that 
we’re destroying the plan¬ 
et and the universe needs 
the planet to sustain life. 
But why warn us that 


they’re going to destroy 
us? 

The Day the Earth Stood 
Still is only about half the 
film it could have been. 
But its cowardly treatment 
of the political issue at its 
centre kills it. We don’t ex¬ 
pect every blockbuster to 
carry a serious message, 
but the movie had the po¬ 
tential of Independence 
Day and instead turns out 
to be just a one-time dis¬ 
traction. 


Delgo 

Director: Marc F. Alder, Jason 
Maurer _ 

Stars: Freddie Prinze Jr, Jennifer 
Love Hewitt _ 

Classification: PG 
Rating: ® 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


review Sometimes I wonder 
if the people who make 
family films hate children. 
Sure, there are plenty of 
children’s movies that are 
wonderful, but for the most 
part they rank amongst the 
most boring, cliched, un¬ 
funny movies ever spat on¬ 
to the screen. 

It’s as if family filmmak¬ 
ers are convinced that their 
core audience is so young 
and stupid that they’ll 
watch anything. Case in 
point: Delgo, an almost in¬ 
comprehensible film that 
will be filling clearance bins 
veiy soon. This CGI-animat- 
ed movie is about a mythi¬ 
cal land ruled by flying peo¬ 
ple, reptilian people, gob¬ 
lins, and non-spealcing 
monsters (they all have ac¬ 
tual names, but they are dif- 


ficult-to-remember non¬ 
sense words). 

Because of a former evil 
queen, there is a long- 
brooding feud between the 
flying people and the rep¬ 
tilian people which leads 
to a war that can only be 
stopped by a plucky reptile 
boy and an impossibly per¬ 
fect flying princess, who 
fall in love and help unite 
the fighting creatures. It’s 
all pretty cliched fantasy 
storytelling that could 
have been salvaged by 
clever writing, impressive 
animation, or entertaining 
celebrity voice casting, but 
sadly the film boasts none 
of the above. 

Delgo was directed and 
co-written by Marc F. Alder 
and Jason Maurer. They had 
never made a film before 
and it shows. As with all 
CGI movies the cast is 
stacked with recognizable 
names, all of whom were 
wasted. Freddie Prinze, Jr. 
and Jennifer Love Hewitt 
voice the lead characters, 
while the likes of Malcolm 
McDowell and Eric Idle 
phone in supporting roles. 

Garbage like Delgo 
should be filling landfills 
where it belongs. 



STARTS TODAY IN THEATRES AND IIVIAX 

Check directory or log onto www.cineplex.com*,www.empiretheatres.com or www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes 



O LUNA an 


EMIL 


View the trailer 
online at 
rw.alliancefilms.c 








EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS TODAY! 

SHOWING DAILY AT 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:15. # DIGITAL SOUND 


CINEPLEX ENTERTAINMENT 

SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


vijp lAfDCCTI CO Witness the resurrection of Mickey Rourke. 

I HE Wit Ed I LEVf Exclusive Engagement January 16 th 













































































Treat you 
Switch to 


rselF this holiday. 
Canadas best HD. 


• Over 70 HD channels - more than any other provider 

• Canada’s best HD PVR, and the only one with expandable recording capacity 1 

• Outstanding HD picture quality - up to 10 times better than regular cable 

1 888 673-3788 • bell.ca/hdoffer • visit a Bell store 


ALL BELL TV I [T/^^OFF 2 
HD RECEIVERS 




HDTV 
jusL got 
better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

509 - 2 nd Street, S.W. 

1002 17 th Ave.S.W. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E. 
Beacon Hill Center 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall (kiosk) 

North Hill Shopping Centre (kiosk) 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall (kiosk) 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANM0RE 

105 - 802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17 th St. 

6143 28 th Ave. 

9774 170 th St. 

10157-101 St. 

12804 82 nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd. 

18563 Stony Plain Rd. 

Bonnie Doon 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre (kiosk II) 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Mall (kiosk) 

South Park Centre 

St. Albert Centre 

St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

EDS0N 

330 45 th St. Unit 104 
FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916 50 th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Lethbridge Smartcenters 
Park Place Shopping Centre 
LL0YDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
WHITECOURT 
3301 37 Ave. 


Also available at these retailers: 


INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM SERVICE 
7254- 101 Avenue 


ORBIT ELECTRONICS 
10615 170 Street 


BEST 

BUY 


^BttlCK 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


n>]^i »itTTl 


DRUGS 


\7l510D5 


ELECTRONICS 


Offer ends December 31,2008; with a new account and purchase of a system on a 1- or 2-yr. contract. Available to residential customers, where access and line of sight permit. Digital service fee ($3/mo per account) extra. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without 
notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. ( 1 ) Based on features such as 30-second skip forward function and 2 TV solution. See bell.ca/HDPVR for details. Additional equipment required including external hard drives. ( 2 ) Customer must purchase system and book installation 
by December 31 and activate the system within 60 days. Applied as a credit on the account before taxes. 
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Ruffalo drops out of film project 

Mark Ruffalo, who's brother died tragically this month, has dropped out of the indie drama Greenburg, 
according to the Hollywood Reporter. He will likely be replaced by Ben Stiller in the film. people.com 
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Messing minority in new comedy 


Jim Carrey stars in the new film, Yes Men. It opens next Friday. 


the two mentors have 
achieved success because 
“both of them have this un¬ 
canny ability to fail. 

“They really are willing 


to make complete fools of 
themselves just to tiy. 
There’s this abandon in 
their acting that gave me a 
lot of inspiration.” 


feature Debra Messing 
sticks out like a sore 
thumb in her latest 
movie, Nothing Like the 
Holidays. But that is just 
fine by her. 

In the comedy, which 
debuts in theatres today, a 
Puerto Rican family 
comes together at Christ¬ 
mas for the first time in 
three years, and Messing 
plays a very non-Latina ca¬ 
reer-driven executive wife 
of the family’s eldest 
brother, played by John 
Leguizamo. 

“I’d never been an out¬ 
sider in a film,” Messing 
said. “I very much felt like 
the white Jewish girl and 
it was the first time I had 
ever been the minority on 
the set.” 

Messing tried to “access 
my inner Latina” by re¬ 
calling her elementary 
school Spanish during the 
shoot, she said. 

The 40-year-old Messing 
said the film marks a step 
forward in Hollywood be¬ 
cause it is essentially a 
mainstream holiday film 
but one that focuses on a 
minority, Latino family. 

Nothing Like the Holi¬ 
days follows the Ro¬ 
driguez family during a 
holiday gathering in 
Chicago that is prompted 
by the youngest brother’s 
return from combat over¬ 
seas. 


An ensemble piece, the 
movie details the trials of 
each family member’s ca¬ 
reer or personal relation¬ 
ships. Messing’s charac¬ 
ter, Sarah, for instance, 
struggles with whether to 
take a new, high-powered 
job while facing pressure 
from her husband and 
mother-in-law to start a 
family. 

“That’s not specific to 
the Puerto Rican culture,” 
Messing said of the 
themes the movie pur¬ 
sues. “I could see an Ital¬ 
ian family on screen, I 
could see a Jewish family 
on screen. You could just 
fill in the blank, because 
family is family.” 

Messing, who shot to 
stardom on eight seasons 
of the NBC sitcom Will & 
Grace, said she hoped 
Nothing Like the Holidays 
would help break down 
cultural barriers in Holly¬ 
wood in much the same 
way Will & Grace brought 
gay characters to main¬ 
stream TV audiences in a 
hit prime-time show. 

REUTERS 


On the web 

• To read a review of Noth¬ 
ing Like the Holidays, and to 
see a trailer of the film, visit 
metronews.ca/movies. 



‘Yes-we-can’ message of new film 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Bradley Cooper will never 
forget the night Barack 
Obama won the Presiden¬ 
cy. He was in a hospital 
watching the elated event 
unfold on a battered tele¬ 
vision while shooting a 
movie appropriately 
enough called The Hang¬ 
over. 

Recently in Toronto to 
publicize his latest film, 
the former star of TV’s 
Alias had been pondering 
the shifting winds of Amer¬ 
ica. 

“We’ve become more iso¬ 
lationist as a society but I 
think that’s definitely 
changing. You can feel it, 
especially with the Presi¬ 
dent-elect, there’s a whole 
new energy (in America),” 
he said. 

This new outlook could¬ 
n’t be better signified than 
with the release of Jim Car¬ 
rey’s comedy Yes Man. A 
life-affirming tale about a 
slacker who’s life has been 
stalled by complacency, Yes 
Man explores the journey 
he undergoes after agree¬ 
ing to say “yes” to every¬ 
thing — whether it be gui¬ 
tar lessons, learning to 
speak Korean or to some 
brawler asking him if he 
wants a punch in the 


mouth. 

“I didn’t realize how 
much (the message of the 
film) was going to affect 
me,” admits Cooper who 
plays Carrey’s best friend 
in the movie. “When I read 
the script I just thought 
‘what a cool hook — this 
guy’s got to say yes to 
eveiything’.” 

“(And) it’s so relevant. 
We’ve been watching a guy 
(Obama) with the mantra 
‘Yes We Can’ behind him 
for two years ... its really 
interesting, the timing 
with everything.” 

The comedy may mark a 
turn in Jim Carrey’s mind¬ 
set as well. After attempt¬ 
ing to show fans a more se¬ 
rious side in last year’s box- 
office fumbler The Number 
23, Yes Man brings Carrey 
back to the form that once 
made him Hollywood’s 
most popular funnyman. 

“The reason why I want¬ 
ed to do it was Jim,” said 
Cooper. “Watching him 
work in close proximity is 
kind of amazing. It’s like 
watching one of the great¬ 
est comedians alive today 
for three months. 

“I don’t think I’ve 
worked with a guy that’s 
that comedically gifted 
since Vince Vaughn (in 
Wedding Crashers),” Coop¬ 
er said before stating that 


Movie morsels 


Australia 

WWW 

review Australia is a beauti¬ 
fully filmed study of a vast 
land that — as one charac¬ 
ter says — has “a strange 
power.” What director Baz 
Luhrmann should fret over 
is the drawn-out narrative 
that plays to melodramatic 
excess. Set during the out¬ 
break of World War II, Aus¬ 
tralia features Nicole Kid¬ 
man as Lady Ashley, widow 
of a murdered cattle ranch 
owner. 

Steve Gow/Metro Canada 

Bolt 

Wwww 

review Essentially, this tale 
about the unyielding loyal¬ 
ty of canines is as charming 
and heart-tugging as any 
Disney movie out there. 
Even better, the film excels 
in skill, depth and maturity 
equaling that of Wall-E and 
Ratatouille. Not really sur¬ 
prising since Pixar’s bril¬ 
liant chief John Lasseter is 
now running Disney’s ani¬ 
mation department as well. 

Steve Gow/Metro Canada 

Four Christmases 

WWW 

review Vince Vaughn and 
Reese Witherspoon star as 


a professional couple who 
always avoid their families 
during the holidays. After 
the film’s worst plot con¬ 
trivance traps them in the 
country and broadcasts 
their availability to their 
kin, the couple — Vince- 
Vaughn and Reese Wither¬ 
spoon — embark on their 
dreaded four Christmases. 

Phil Brown/Metro Canada 

Quantum 
of Solace 

WWW 

review The movie starts lit¬ 
erally minutes after its 
predecessor, Casino Royale, 
ended, with a pre-credit car 
chase that sums up direc¬ 
tor Marc Forster’s brisk ap¬ 
proach to the story. Action 
scenes are the meat of 
Bond movies. Most of what 
we see in Quantum of Sol¬ 
ace is at least as good as the 
standards set in previous 
films; relentless, and more 
than a bit improbable. 
Daniel Craig’s JamesBond 
is still an excellent incarna¬ 
tion of the character. 

Rick McGinnis/Metro Canada 

Transporter 3 

Www/2 

review The latest entiy in 
the lucrative but critically 
maligned franchise, simply 


called Transporter 3, and 
once more pits an iron 
jawed, black belt-sporting 
mercenary driver Frank 
Martin against a cabal of 
greasy, well tailored inter¬ 
national baddies. And 
while the film boasts the 
same clunky narrative 
problems and distractingly 
dubbed European actors as 
the first two instalments, 
I’m happy to report that 
the breathlessly paced 
Transporter makes amends 
by delivering some of the 
most delirious action. 

Chris Alexander/Metro Canada 

Twilight 

Ww 

review Kristin Stewart stars 
as Bella, a young girl who 
moves to a small town and 
becomes instantly captivat¬ 
ed by a classmate named 
Edward (Robert Pattinson) 
who is part of a veiy pecu¬ 
liar and insular family 
known as the Cullens. As 
Bella becomes more at¬ 
tracted to Edward, she dis¬ 
covers that the Cullens are 
a clan of vampires ... but 
very safe emo-vampires 
who only drink animal 
blood and spend of most of 
their time silently emoting 
and looking pretty rather 
than preying on helpless 
victims. 

Phil Brown/Metro Canada 


The Academy Award’s no nunsense films 



mrchaos33@hotmail.com 


f Meryl Streep earns an 
Academy Award for 
her performance as the 
formidable Sister Aloy- 
sius Beauvier, a nun 
who confronts a priest af¬ 
ter suspecting him of abus¬ 
ing an African American 
student in Doubt, she will 
join a short but prestigious 
list of actresses who have 
won gold playing nuns. 

The first to win an Oscar 
for portraying a sister was 
Jennifer Jones in 1943’s 
The Song of Bernadette; 
next Susan Sarandon won 
for playing Sister Helen 
Prejean in Dead Man Walk¬ 
ing. 

Nuns have a long cine¬ 
matic histoiy and everyone 
from Ingrid Bergman to 
Mary Tyler Moore to Eric 
Idle has donned a habit for 
dramatic effect. Nuns have 
flown, sung and even been 
shipwrecked with Robert 
Mitchum on a Pacific Is¬ 
land, but my favourite big 
screen nun is Sister As- 
sumpta in The Dangerous 
Lives of Alter Boys. 


The title sounds ripped 
from the headlines, but is 
actually taken from a 1994 
novel by Chris Fuhrman. 

Set in the early 1970s, 
the film revolves around a 
group of teenage boys ob¬ 
sessed with comic books. 
Their ringleader, Tim, 
played by Kieran Cullcin, is 
a prankster who schemes 
to get revenge on Sister As- 
sumpta, a joyless strict nun 
with a prosthetic leg 
played by Jodie Foster. 

Learning most of what 
they know of the world 
from the superhero adven¬ 
tures written by Stan Lee, 
they believe there are only 
two types of people — he¬ 
roes and villains. Sister As- 
sumpta falls into the latter 
category and becomes the 
subject of a “blasphemous” 
comic book drawn by the 
boys featuring the evil mo¬ 
torcycle driving Nunzilla. 

The guys imagine them¬ 
selves as the heroes who do 
battle with Nunzilla’s sis¬ 
terly minions. Once the 
comic book is discovered 
the boys are expelled from 
school assured by Sister As- 
sumpta that not only are 
they not welcome at school 
anymore, they likely won’t 
be welcome in Heaven ei¬ 
ther. 

Foster’s Sister Assumpta 
spits hellfire in every sen¬ 
tence. She plays the sister 



Jodie Foster plays a nun in The 
Dangerous Lives of Altar Boys. 


as a strict disciplinarian 
who truly believes she is 
doing the best to save her 
students from damnation. 
Her peg leg is just a physi¬ 
cal manifestation of her 
rigid personality. It’s some¬ 
thing different for Foster 
who pulls it off with 
aplomb. 

For more adventurous 
viewers there are nun- 
sploitation movies. Some¬ 
times called Convent Eroti¬ 
ca, these movies are not for 
the easily offended and 
have titles like Killer Nun 
and Behind the Convent 
Walls. Watch them, but 
don’t forget to say ten Hail 
Marys afterwards. 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for CTV's Canada AM. 
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Screen Times 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRI., DEC. 12 TO THURS., DEC. 18. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 



From left, Bolt, Mittens and Rhino in a scene from Bolt, which is currently in theatres. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

10200102nd Ave., 780-421-7020 

Australia (PG) No Passes, Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 1230-3:50-7:10 

Bolt in Disney Digital 3 D (G) 

Digital Presentation Fri 12:15-3:10-7- 
9:15 Digital Presentation Sat-Wed 
12:35-3:10-7-9:15 Digital Presentation 
Thu 1235-3:10-9:15 

The Day the Earth Stood Still 

(PG) DTS Digital Fri-Thu 1:10-3:45-6:55- 
935 

Four Christmases (PG) DTS Digital 
Fri-Thu 12:553:15-6:45-9:25 
Nutcracker (Ballet) (STC) Digital 
Presentation Sat 1 

Punisher: War Zone (18A) DTS 
Digital Fri 1-335-6:40-9:20 DTS Digital 
Sat 4-6:40-9:20 DTS Digital Sun 1-335- 
6 :40-9:20 DTS Digital Mon 1-335-9:20 
DTS Digital Tue 1-335-6:40-9:20 DTS 
Digital Wed 1-335-935 DTS Digital 
Thu 1-335-9:20 

Quantum of Solace (14A) Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 12:50-3:20-635-9 
Twilight (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri-Tue 12:453:25-6:30-9:10 Dolby 
Stereo Digital Wed 12:453:25-9:10 
Dolby Stereo Digital Thu 12:45-3:25- 

630-9:10_ 

CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4211139th Av e., 780-472-7600 

Australia (PG) Fri-Thu 8:40 
Bolt in Disney Digital 3 D (G) 

Digital Presentation Fri 4:40-7:05-9:20 
Digital Presentation Sat-Sun 2:10-4:40- 
7:05-9:20 Digital Presentation Mon- 
Thu 440-7:05-9:20 
The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(PG) No Passes Fri 4:50-7:20-9:45 No 
Passes Sat-Sun 1:10-4:50-7:20-9:45 No 
Passes Mon-Thu 430-7:20-9:45 
Delgo (PG) Fri 4:15-630 Sat-Sun 1:45- 
4:15-630 Mon-Thu 4:15-630 
Four Christmases (PG) Fri 4-6:45-9 
Sat-Sun 1:20-4-6:45-9 Mon-Thu 4-6:45- 
9 Mon l 


Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 

(G) Fri 4:25-635-8:50 Sat-Sun 2-4:25- 
635-8:50 Mon-Thu 4:25-6:35-8:50 

Nothing Like the Holidays (PG) 
Fri 4:20-6:40-9:10 Sat-Sun 1-4:20-6:40- 
9:10 Mon-Thu 4:20-6:40-9:10 
Punisher: War Zone (18A) Fri 
435-7:10-930 Sat-Sun 1:25-435-7:10- 
930 Mon-Thu 435-7:10-930 
Quantum of Solace (14A) Fri 
430-7-935 Sat-Sun 1:40-430-7-935 
Mon-Thu 430-7-935 
Transporter 3 (14A) Fri 4:45-7:15- 
9:40 Sat-Sun 130-4:45-7:15-9:40 Mon- 
Thu 4:45-7:15-9:40 

Twilight (PG) Fri 4:10-630-930 Sat- 
Sun 130-4:10-630-930 Mon-Thu 4:10- 
630-930 

GARNEAU THEATRE 

8712-109 St., 780-433-2212 

The Boy in the Striped 
Pajamas (PG) Sat-Sun 1 Mon-Wed 7- 
9 Thu 9:15 

What Just Happened? (14A) Sat- 
Sun 3 

METRO CINEMA 

Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre Complex, 
9828-101 Ave., 780-425-9212, 
^^^^jnetrodnem^r^^ 

The Gates (STC) Fri-Sat 7-9 Mon 7-9 

Milestones (STC) Sun 7_ 

MOVIES 12 

5074330 Ave., 780-472-9779 

Appaloosa (14A) Fri-Sat 1:25-4-6:45- 
9:20-1130 Sun-Thu 1:25-4-6:45-9:20 
Body of Lies (14A) Fri-Sat 1:20-4:10- 
6 :55-935-12:10 Sun-Thu 1:20-4:10- 
635-935 

Burn After Reading (14A) Fri-Sat 
1:45-435-7:15-9:25-11:40 Sun-Thu 
1:45-435-7:15-9:25 

The Dark Knight (PG) Fri-Sat 1:10- 
4:20-7:40-11:20 Sun-Thu 1:10-4:20-7:40 
Eagle Eye (14A) Fri-Sat 135-4:25-7- 
9 :45-12:10 Sun-Thu 135-4:25-7-9:45 

The Haunting of Molly Hart¬ 
ley (14A) Fri-Thu 2-7:25 


Igor (PG) Fri-Thu 130-4:05 

Lakeview Terrace (14A) Fri-Thu 
135-4:40-7:20 

Mamma Mia! (PG) Fri-Sat 1:40- 
4:15-7:05-935-1135 Sun-Thu 1:40- 
4:15-7:05-935 

Max Payne (14A) Fri-Sat 135-4:45- 
7:20-935-12:15 Sun-Thu 135-4:45- 

7:20-9:55 

Nick and Norah’s Infinite 
Playlist (PG) Fri-Thu 10 
Passchendaele (14A) Fri-Sat 1:15- 
4:10-630-930-12 Sun-Thu 1:15-4:10- 
630-930 

Pride and Glory (14A) Fri-Sat 4- 
9:40-12:20 Sun-Thu 4-9:40 
Quarantine (18A) Fri-Sat 730- 
10:05-12:05 Sun-Thu 730-10:05 
RocknRolla (14A) Fri-Sat 7:10-930- 
12:05 Sun-Thu 7:10-930 
WALL-E (G) Fri-Thu 130-430 

NORTH EDMONTON 
CINEMAS 

14231137th Ave., 780-732-2236 

Australia (PG) Fri-Thu 1230-430- 
830 

Bolt (G) Fri-Thu 1:10-330 Fri-Thu 12- 

2:20-430-7:15-930 

The Day the Earth Stood Still 

(PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:10-130-235- 
4 : 10 - 5 : 10 - 6 : 45 - 7 : 40 - 9 : 20 - 10:20 
Delgo (PG) Fri-Thu 12:20-230-4:40- 
630 

Four Christmases (PG) Fri-Thu 
12:40-3-5:20-6:40-7:45-9-10:10 
Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 
(G) Fri-Thu 1230-230-5:05-7:20-930 
Nothing Like the Holidays (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1:20-4:20-7:10-9:40 
Nutcracker/Casse-Noisette 
(STC) Sat 12 

Punisher: War Zone (18A) Fri-Thu 
2-530-8-10:40 

Quantum of Solace (14A) Fri-Thu 
12:15-2:40-5:15-730-9:10-1030 
Role Models (14A) Fri 1:40-4:45- 
730-10:05 Sat 4:45-730-10:05 Sun-Thu 
1:40-4:45-730-10:05 


Transporter 3 (14A) Fri-Thu 130-5- 
735-1035 

Twilight (PG) Fri-Thu 1-4-7-10 

PRINCESS I & II 

^0337WhyteAv^, 780-43^2728 

I.O.U.S.A. (G) Fri 9 Sat-Sun 3-9 Mon- 
Thu 9 

Outsourced (PG) Fri 7 Sat-Sun 1-7 
Mon-Thu 7 

Rachel Getting Married (STC) Fri 
9:15 Sat-Sun 330-9:15 Mon-Thu 9:15 
Tell No One (14A) Fri 6:45 Sat-Sun 1- 
6:45 Mon-Thu 6:45_ 

SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST MALL 

8882170 th St., 780-444-2400 

Australia (PG) Fri-Thu 12:20-4:10-8 
Bolt (G) Fri-Thu 12:453:45-6:45-9:20 

The Day the Earth Stood Still 

(PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 2-5-7:45-1030 

The Day the Earth Stood Still: 
The IMAX Experience (PG) No 
Passes Fri-Thu 1-4-7-9:45 
Four Christmases (PG) Fri-Thu 
12:15-1:10-330-6:40-7:40-10:10 
Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 
(G) Fri-Thu 1230-330-630-9 
Nutcracker/Casse-Noisette 
(STC) Sat 12 

Punisher: War Zone (18A) Fri-Thu 
130-4:40-730-10:20 

Quantum of Solace (14A) Fri-Thu 

1:15-4:15-7:15-10:15 
Role Models (14A) Fri-Wed 12:50- 
4:20-7:05-9:40 Thu 1230-4:20-10:20 
Transporter 3 (14A) Fri 1:40-430- 
7:20-10 Sat 430-7:20-10 Sun-Thu 1:40- 
430 -7:20-10 

Twilight (PG) Fri-Thu 12:40-2:40- 
3:40-630-9:10-930 

WWE: Armageddon (STC) Sun 6 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno 

(18A) Fri-Sat 1:50-430-730-1030 Sun 
130-1030 Mon 130-430-1030 Tue- 
Thu 130-430-730-1030_ 

SOUTH EDMONTON 
COMMON 


^1525991115^780-436-858^^^^ 

Australia (PG) Fri-Thu 2-630-10 
Bolt (G) Fri-Thu 130-4:45 Fri-Thu 12- 
230-430-7:20-930 

Chakk de Phatte (In Punjabi) 

(PG) Fri-Tue 1-5-830 Wed 1-5-9:20 Thu 
1-5-830 

The Day the Earth Stood Still 

(PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 12-1230-3:10- 
330-6:40-730-930-10:20 
Delgo (PG) Fri-Sat 1230-3:40-630 
Sun 1230-235-630 Mon-Thu 12:50- 
3:40-630 

Four Christmases (PG) Fri-Thu 
12:10-2:40-5-730-9:40-1030 

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa 

(G) Fri-Tue 1130-2:20-430-6:45-9:15 

Wed 1130-2:20-430-930 Thu 11:50- 

2:20-430-6:45-9:15 

Milk (14A) Fri-Thu 12:40-3:45-6:50- 

10:15 

Nutcracker/Casse-Noisette 

(STC) Sat 12 

Punisher: War Zone (18A) Fri-Thu 
12:20-3:20-630-930 
Quantum of Solace (14A) Fri-Thu 
1-4-7-10 

Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi (Hindi 
w/e.s.t.) (STC) Fri-Thu 12:15-4-8 
Role Models (14A) Fri 1:45-4:45- 
7:45-10:15 Sat 4:45-7:45-10:15 Sun- 
Wed 1:45-4:45-7:45-10:15 Thu 1:45- 
4:45-10:15 

Transporter 3 (14A) Fri-Sat 1:10- 
4:20-7:15-10:10 Sun 1:10-4:20-10:10 
Mon-Thu 1:10-4:20-7:15-10:10 
Twilight (PG) Fri-Thu 1:15-4:40-730- 
1030 

WWE: Armageddon (STC) Sun 5 
Zack and Miri Make a Porno 

(18A) Fri-Thu 745-10:20_ 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 

Edmonton Space And Science Centre, 
1121-142 St., 780-451-3344 

The Alps (STC) Fri 4-8 Sat-Sun 12-4 
Amazon (STC) Mon 130 Thu 1230 

Coral Reef Adventure (G) Mon 


1130 Tue 130 

Dinosaurs Alive! (STC) Fri 130 
Dinosaurs Alive! 3 D (STC) Tue 
1230 

Grand Canyon Adventure: Riv¬ 
er at Risk (STC) Fri 1130-3-7-9 Sat 11- 
1-3-5-7-9 Sun 11-1-3-5-7 
Grand Canyon Adventure: Riv¬ 
er at Risk in 3 D (STC) Mon-Wed 3 
Thu 3-7 

Greece: Secrets of the Past 

(STC) Mon 1230 Tue 1130 

The Human Body (STC) Wed 130 
Thu 930 

Hurricane on the Bayou (STC) 
Tue 1030 Thu 1130 
The IMAX Nutcracker (STC) Mon 
Tue 930 Wed-Thu 1030 
Mummies: Secrets of the 
Pharaohs (STC) Fri 1030 Sat 2-8 Sun 
2 

Mystic India IMAX (STC) Wed 
930 

Space Station 3 D (G) Mon 1030 
Wed 1230 

Whales: An Unforgettable 
Journey (STC) Fri 1230 Wed 1130 
Thu 130_ 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

ill Ave. & Groa t Rd., 403 -455-8726 

The Day the Earth Stood Still 

(PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes Fri 
6:50-9:25 Dolby Stereo Digital, No 
Passes Sat-Sun 1:15-3:45-6:50-9:25 Dol¬ 
by Stereo Digital, No Passes Mon-Thu 
6:50-9:25 

Four Christmases (PG) Dolby 
Stereo Digital Fri 7:15-9:45 Dolby 
Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 12:553:15-7:15- 
9:45 Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 
7:15-945 

Quantum of Solace (14A) DTS 
Digital Fri 7-935 DTS Digital Sat-Sun 
1:053 35-7-935 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 
7-935 

Twilight (PG)DTS Digital Fri 6:40- 
9:15 DTS Digit. Sat-Sun 12:453:25-6:40- 
9:15 DTS Digit. Mon-Thu 6:40-9:15 
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The bestselling albums at Amazon.ca 

1. And Winter Came, Enya; 2 . Priests, The Priests; 3. A Winter Symphony, Sarah Brightman; 4 * A Midwinter 
Night's Dream, Loreena McKennitt; 5. Day And Age, The Killers, metro news services 


Music 


Metro recommends 


• NEIL YOUNG, SUGAR 
MOUNTAIN: Revisit 1968 
and hear a 
playful, 
young 
Neil per¬ 
form a so¬ 
lo set of 
future 

classics with coffee-house 
intimacy. 

• BRITNEY SPEARS, CIRCUS: 

Dance 
club 

anthems 
and sassy 
love songs 
strut 

along with 
an electronic-pop sound 
that's not the same old BS. 

• LOS CAMPESINOS!, WE 
ARE BEAUTIFUL, WE ARE 
DOOMED: 

Frenetic 
indie-pop 
with 

clever the¬ 
matic 
twists, 

girl-guy harmonies and a 
heap of cheeky U.K. 
charm. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 





The Dears are reborn 


Montreal band returns with new 
disc following internal meltdown 



ROB MCMAHON 

for Metro Canada 


What does a frontman do 
when faced with a band 
meltdown on the cusp of a 
new album? 

If you’re Murray Light- 
burn from the Dears, you 
pick up a video camera. The 
band’s website now fea¬ 
tures The Gospel According 
to the Dears, a candid mini 
documentary chronicling 
the band’s history. And 
making it wasn’t easy — 
especially episode three. 

“(At some points) people 
were firing off both barrels 
in my face...It was a little 
painful at times, but also 
cathartic, and put eveiything 
in its place,” said Lightburn. 
“(The project) originated 
when I had a friend telling 
me maybe I should see some 
kind of counsellor, because 
of how much the meltdown 
of the band affected me ... 


Instead of seeing a counsel¬ 
lor, I decided to try and 
understand the band.” 

Throughout the band’s 13- 
year histoiy, Lightburn has 
employed a tightly man¬ 
aged, product-oriented 
approach. Beginning with a 
blueprint, he works to fit 
eveiyone’s parts in it, rather 
than “throwing things 
around.” For example, he 
describes Missiles as a musi¬ 
cal. Disclaimer is the pro¬ 
logue that dissolves into a 
scene shot after an explo¬ 
sion, before moving to the 
main conflict point at the 
end of Lights Off and then 
fading to the album’s 
denouement. While this 
process results in rewarding 
music — the best Dears 
songs combine mythological 
storytelling with intricate 
prog-roclc arrangements — 
past members also bring up 
stifled creativity and high 
demands. 

“I’m a noted control freak, 


no question — I’ll confess to 
that any time of day — but I 
think I’ve learned.. .that it’s 
OK to just allow something 
to happen. To close your 
eyes, spread your arms, fall 
backwards and see what 
happens,” he said. “It’s such 
a stressful thing, trying to 
control something as intan¬ 
gible as art can be.” 

After the recent conflict, 


Lightburn began writing 
songs for a solo project, but 
as the work progressed, 
decided they were better 
expressed as Dears songs. 
Working with his wife and 
band partner Natalia Yan- 
chalc, he tried to chill out. 

As heard in the relaxed 
saxophone solo of album 
opener Disclaimer, (before 
the song progresses into 


alternatively pleading and 
angry lyrics), the duet 
between Lightburn and Yan- 
chalc during Money Babies, 
and the ended outro of Sav¬ 
iour, the new songs work to 
avoid being overshadowed 
by the accompanying drama. 
Lightburn describes them as 
big plates of mutton and gris¬ 
tle: he hopes listeners take 
time to chew over them. 
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Fresh takes on holiday music 


SoundChi 


Alan 

|v I 

Cross 

7 

alan@ongoinghistory.com 


—he way I see it, 
there are three 
types of people 
when it comes to 
the music of the 
holidays. There are those 
who love every single note 
of Christmas cheer. Then 
there are those who grind 
their teeth to the roots 
every time they’re assault¬ 
ed with yet another rendi¬ 
tion of The Little Drummer 
Boy. And there’s a third 
group — people like me 
who like new and unusual 
seasonal songs. 

Some pathological urge 
demands that I collect non- 
traditional Christmas mu¬ 
sic. Here’s a sample of 
what you’ll hear in my 
house this holiday sea¬ 
son. 

• White Christmas, 

Stiff Little Fingers: 

If we must hear this 
song, the default 
version is from 
Belfast’s best punk 
rock band. Avail¬ 
able on Punk Rock 
Christmas (Rhino). 

• Run, Rudolph, 

Run, Lemmy and 


friends: Lemmy (he of Mo- 
torhead and the interest¬ 
ing facial growths) teams 
up with Dave Grohl (Foo 
Fighters) and Billy Gibbons 
(ZZ Top) to offer a new gut¬ 
tural version of a secular 
classic. The album from 
which it comes also fea¬ 
tures contributions from 
Tony Iommi (Black Sab¬ 
bath) and Alice Cooper. 
Available on We Wish You 
a Metal Xmas and a Head¬ 
banging New Year (Ar¬ 
moury Records). 

• Sometimes You Have to 
Work on Christmas (Some¬ 
times), Harvey Danger: 
Poignant tribute to those 
who don’t get the day off. 
Especially meaningful to 
those who work in movie 
theatres. Available on: 
20th Century Masters: The 
Millennium Collection (Uni¬ 
versal) 

• A Christmas Duel, The 
Hives featuring Cyndi Lau- 
per: A Christmas song that 
starts with the line “I 

bought no gifts this 
year/And I slept with 
your sister” 
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tract attention. And what’s 
Cyndi Lauper doing here? 
Available free at thehives- 
broadcastingservice.com 

• Someday at Christmas, 
Jack Johnson: Just the kind 
of carol you’d expect from a 
mellow surfer dude from 
Hawaii. Available on Brush- 
fire Holidays, Vol. 1: This 
Warm December (Brush- 
fire). 

• Dad Threw Up on Christ¬ 
mas Day, Arrogant Worms: 
Happy, big-band arrange¬ 
ment from Canadian come¬ 
dy group. Not for the 
squeamish. Available on 
Christmas Turkey (Arrogant 
Worms indie label). 

• Stop Giving Me Crap for 
Christmas, Bobby Gaylor: 
Standup comedian and for¬ 
mer Roseanne writer ex¬ 
presses some universal frus¬ 
trations. I don’t remember 
where I found this. I think it 
was one of those errant 
MP3s that end up in my in¬ 
box from time to time. 

• Did I Make You Cry on 
Christmas? (Well, You De¬ 
served It!), Sufjan Stevens: 
Prolific indie songwriter 
approaches the holiday 
season with a certain, er, 

honesty. Available 
on: Songs for 

Christmas, Vol. 4: 
Joy! (Asthmatic 

Kitty). 

The Ongoing History of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more at 
ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com. 
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This Day In Music History — 2001 

Dave Grohl and Krist Novoselic file a countersuit against Courtney Love. The case involves the release of Nirvana material. 
The suit is in response to an action Love filed earlier that claims Nirvana's contract with Universal Music is void. Reuters 
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Bon Jovi top 
touring act 


Bon Jovi was the top tour¬ 
ing act in 2008, just ahead 
of Bruce Springsteen 8 t the 
E Street Band, according to 
sales data collected by Bill¬ 
board. 

Bon Jovi’s Lost Highway 
trek through North Ameri¬ 


ca and Europe, grossed 
$210.6 million US. Spring¬ 
steen’s Magic tour pulled 
in $204.5 million. The sur¬ 
vey covers the period Nov. 
14, 2007, through Nov. 11, 
2008. Rounding out Bill¬ 
board Boxscore’s top 10 


were Madonna, with $162 
million for the still-under¬ 
way Sticky & Sweet tour, 
the Police which earned 
$150 million on the second 
leg of their reunion tour, 
Celine Dion who took in 
$91 million, and Kenny 


Chesney with $86 million. 

Others on the list were 
Neil Diamond who earned 
$81.2 million, the Spice 
Girls who netted $70 mil¬ 
lion, the Eagles with $56.6 
million and Rascal Flatts 
with $55.8 million, reuters 
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BlackBerry® 

Curve™ 


on a 3-year 
agreement 
with a 
BlackBerry 
Bundle 




BlackBerry® 

Pearl™ 


on a 3-year 
agreement 
with a 
BlackBerry 
Bundle 




LG Rumour 


on a 3-year 
agreement 

Also available 
in black and white 


Samsung 

m300 


on a 3-year 
agreement 

Also available 
in black 



Buy direct at a Virgin Mobile Store, virginmobile.ca or call 1-866-999-4145 



Bonnie Doone Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 


Market Mall 
Marlborough Mall 

Northland Village Shopping Centre 
Park Place 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 


Red Deer Centre 
Sherwood Park Mall 
Sunridge Mall 
West Edmonton Mall 



HOOK UP WITH VIRGIN MOBILE TODAY TO FIND 
OUT WHERE ALL THIS LOVE IS COMING FROM. 

We’re the ONLY mobile company ever to win J.D. Power 
and Associates “Highest in Customer Satisfaction with 
Prepaid Wireless Service, Four Years in a Row.” 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


WAL*MART 

WE SELL FOR LESS, EVERY DAY™ 


ill booth [ 


LONDON 

DRUGS 


WIRELESS etc. 


Costco 


Full offer details online at virginmobile.ca. Taxes extra. Some phone models and colours may not be available at retailers. Retailers may sell for less. “Virgin Mobile” and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises 
Ltd. and used under license by Virgin Mobile Canada. All other trade-marks are the property of their respective owners and used with permission. J.D. Power and Associates 2005-2008 Canadian Wireless Customer Satisfaction 
Studies SM . Study based on 14,932 total responses from consumers with prepaid wireless service. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed in October 2008. www.jdpower.com 
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Mischa getting ugly? 

Former The O.C. star Mischa Barton looks set to be returning to TV screens — 
the actress is reportedly in talks to join the cast of Ugly Betty. imdb.com 


What’s Oprah’s weight got to do with it? 



I nte lie’ Vision 


Rick 

McGinnis 


rick.mcginnis@ metronews.ca 


SOMETIMES AN ECLAIR IS JUST AN 
eclair: There’s a theory making 
the rounds that the current eco¬ 
nomic downturn is a good thing 
in disguise — that being shocked 
out of the complacent habits of 
prosperity and the social status 
quo is the ultimate form of “cre¬ 
ative destruction,” burning away 
out-of-date ideas and habits and 
forcing us to look at the world in 
a whole new way. 

Sometimes, however, it’s just 
an invitation for increasingly 
tenuous and absurd lunges at so¬ 
cial diagnosis, such as a piece in 



Oprah Winfrey. 


Tina Brown’s Daily Beast current 
affairs web magazine this week 
by writer and comic Jessi Klein. 
The subject at hand is Oprah 
Winfrey’s recent weight gain, 
the subject of an apparently an¬ 
guished confession in the recent 
issue of Winfrey’s O magazine, 
which Klein sees as a physical re¬ 
flection of the subprime mort¬ 
gage meltdown and credit 
crunch behind our current eco¬ 
nomic insecurity. 

“Oprah concludes that her lat¬ 
est chub-battle has led her to ad¬ 
just her weight objective,” 
Klein writes. “She’s no 
longer striving to be thin, 
she says, but simply to bal¬ 
ance health with giving 
herself ‘the love and 
care’ she needs. So 
2009 finds Oprah 
and the rest of the 
country adjusting to a 
new resolve. None of 
us, no matter what 
the size of our wal¬ 
lets, can be perfect. But 
when we waver from 
our budgets, we’ll be 
downsizing our indul¬ 
gences. For Oprah, that 
might mean a cookie in¬ 
stead of a whole cake; 
for the rest of us, per¬ 
haps a movie instead of 
an Escalade.” 


It’s at times like this that the 
tantalizing lure of metaphor — 
for writers especially — looks 
like epistemological crack, 
cheap, addictive and damaging. 
Oprah’s weight gain is to be un¬ 
derstood as one woman’s caloric 
interpretation of social insecuri¬ 
ty seeking solace in materialism; 
it’s a sophomoric equation at 
best, one best discarded with un¬ 
dergrad English Lit essays. 

It’s hard to compare the extra 
time Oprah might have spent at 
the snack 



“It’s hard to compare 
the extra time Oprah 
might have spent at the 
snack table backstage 
with defaulted 
mortgages.” 

table backstage with credit card 
debt and defaulted mortgages; 
Oprah paid for the food she’s eat¬ 
en, after all, and her deci¬ 
sion to supersize herself 
by 40 lbs. wasn’t facilitat¬ 
ed by governments and 
banks underwriting fatty 
foods, and won’t end in 
seizure and public auc¬ 
tion of her waistline. 

Klein seems to think 
that the cure for our 
widespread economic 
bingeing should be 
the prohibition of Es¬ 
calades and “cash- 
mere-iPoddy things 
that should have been off 
limits,” and quotes Oprah’s 
assessment that her 


7^r 11 through 

,history the —— 
great religions have 
spoken to the return 
of a future Teacher. 

The Christians hope for 
the return of the Christ, 
the Buddhists look for the 
coming of a new Buddha, 
while the Muslims await the 
Imam Madhi, the Hindus 
a reincarnation of Krishna 
and the Jews the Messiah. 
How will we know Him? 5 urely 
He will ring our hearts with 
a message of sharing, 
justice and brotherhood. 

How can we prepare the way 
for Him? Each day brings 
opportunities, large and 
small, to act in favor of unity 
and justice. Our willingness 
to share will make a real 
difference in our world. 

www.shareintl.org 


Mix of Six 


Varscona V.I.P. Kids 
Show 

When: Saturday, 11 a.m. 
Where: Varscona Theatre 
(10329-83 Ave.) 


YTV is a trademark of Corns™ Entertainment Inc. © 2008 Corus™ Entertainment Inc. 
© 1965 United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 


HOT WEEKEND EVENTS AROUND THE CITY 


Tickets are $5 per 
Call (780) 433-3399. 


child, 


Concert 

When: Saturday, Sunday 
Where: Brixx Bar and Grill 
( 10030-102 St.) 

Check out the GOMP gang 
as they collect for another 
STOMP night. $7 at the 
door. 


CP Rail Holiday 
Train concert 

When: Tonight, 8:30 p.m. 
Where: CP Rail station, 7935 
Gateway Blvd. 

Johnny Reid and Famer 
Tracey Brown performs. 

Candy Cane Lane 

When: Starting tonight, 6 
p.m. 

Where: 147 St. and 98 Ave. 

Pile in the car and head 
down to see the Christmas 
lights go up, a longstand¬ 
ing holiday tradition. 


Dubstep Sessions 
Vol 1. 

When: Tonight 
Where: Vintage Lounge 
(10124-124 St.) 

Come get back to your 
roots tonight. Tickets are 
$7 at the door. 


Rattpoison 

When: Saturday, 10 p.m. 
Where: Taphouse, 9020 
McKenny Ave., St. Albert 

Heading a little north this 
weekend? Check out ’80s 
metal group Rattpoison. 


overindulgence was “a love is¬ 
sue.” 

Whatever imprudence might 
have motivated so much bad 
debt, love probably had less to do 
with it than woeful incompre¬ 
hension of the concept of inter¬ 
est and the seriousness of the 
due date at the top of a bill. 

Rick McGinnis writes about music, 
movies, books and television, 
but not opera. 


See complete online movie list¬ 
ings, trailers, reviews and pur¬ 
chase tickets at 
metronews.ca/movies 



Globa [Style 



Christmas TV begins 


A Muppets 
Christmas: 

Letters To Santa 

Air date: Dec. 17 _ 

Network: CTV 

Whoopi Goldberg, 

Uma Thurman, Richard 
Griffiths and Jane 
Kralcowslci keep up the 
Muppets 

tradition of idiosyncratic 
guest choices on the latest 
holiday special 
from the people who 
brought you Peter Sellers 
singing Cigarettes, Whisky 
And Wild, Wild Women 
on the Muppet Show. 


The Best Of The 
Hills Parodies 

Air date: Saturday _ 

Network: MTV 

Making fun of The Hills 


Rick's TVPicks 


is actually more fun than 
watching the thing, a fact 
that gets celebrated with 
this hour-long special col¬ 
lecting Hills take-offs — 
there are obviously more 
than enough. 


Mall Santas 


Air date: Dec. 18 


Network: Global 

It’s not Miracle on 34th 
Street, but it’s not Bad 
Santa, either. The world of 
the Mall Santa gets 
explored with three pro 
Santas whose lives might 
not exactly be Christmas 
every day. 

RICK MCGINNIS/METRO CANADA 
PLEASE CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 
FOR SHOWS’ AIR TIMES. 


NotG 

My Guide to 
Working Hard, 
Raising Kids 
and Laughing 
Through the 
Chaos 



DebbieTravis 


This Christmas, is 
TRUTH stranger than FICTION? 


m I Jr 

tiTi " 

National 

Bestseller! 


t 


"Treat your kids like a paint job. 
It's all in the preparation. Take 
the time to sand and prime 
well and the results will be as 
good as perfect. Don't worry 
too much about the cracks or 
blotches - they just add 
character." —Debbie Travis 



"I dare you to read this 
without flinching. It's as 
engrossing as it is grue¬ 
some, the kind of horror 
you watch with one eye 
closed." —The Washington Post 




AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD AND AT GIFTSFORREADERS.CA 


ff\ N D R E W 
DA VIDSON 






















































Weekend, December 12-14,2008 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Spelling to appear on 90210 ? 

Tori Spelling is reportedly in talks again to appear on 90210 . Although nothing is official, Spelling's Donna Martin character may 
arrive for a couple of episodes in the spring, possibly for one of the shows that Jason Priestley will direct. tvguide.com 
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Metro’s 7 th Heaven: Metro taps what's hot right now 


Heath Ledger 

Late actor Heath Ledger 
is garnering attention 
again, this time for his 
work as the 
Joker in The 
Dark Knight. 

He's been re¬ 
cently 

posthumous¬ 
ly deemed 
best support¬ 
ing actor by 
the Washing¬ 
ton D.C. Area Film Critics Asso¬ 
ciation and the Australian Film 
Institute awarded him with the 
international award for best ac¬ 
tor. The Dark Knight is fresh out 
on DVD, too. 




2 Hollywood baby boom 

The result of spring fever, perhaps? A 
bevy of celebrities have announced their 
new arrivals this past week: Actor Eric Mabius 
(boy), America's Next Top Model judge Nigel 
Barker (girl), actress Amy Jo Johnson (girl) and 
actor Jonny Lee Miller (boy). 


3 Grey’s Anatomy 

The hit medical drama 
has spawned off-set 
drama recently, with 
Brooke Smith, who played Dr. 
Erica Hahn, stepping up to say 
there are no hard feelings be¬ 
hind her dismissal from the 
show, and now rumours that 
star T.R. Knight is looking to 
leave the program. 




4 Elisha Cuthbert 

Actress Elisha Cuthbert 
has so far taken the 
high road by remain¬ 
ing mum on comments 
made by her ex, Dallas Stars 
Sean Avery. He was suspend¬ 
ed six games for referring to 
her as "my sloppy seconds" 
in a TV interview while poking fun at hockey rival 
and Cuthbert's current flame Dion Phaneuf. 


5 The cape jacket 

Stars like singer Kylie Minogue and actress 
Leighton Meester are wrapping up in 
sleeveless, hooded jackets, with beige and 
blue being the colours of choice, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. The cape combines the warmth of a 
cardigan with the smart silhouette of a jacket. 
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etalk 

Hollywood 

Law & Order 

The Rankin Family Reunion (N) 

Supernanny (N) 


News (N) 

OJ 

3 KHQ 

- 370 

News (N) 

Be-Millionaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel-Fortune 

Songs of the Season 

Lipstick Jungle (N) 

Dateline NBC 

OJ 

4 CBXT 

- 307 

Coronation St. 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Santa Claus Is Cornin’ to Town 

Doctor Who 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 


6 KREM 

- 372 

News (N) 

Hollywood 

The Doctors (N) 

^sty 

Frosty Returns 

The Flight Before Christmas 

NUMB3RS 

<u 

7 CKEM 

241 347 

Law & Order: SVl 

J 

Songs of the Season 

Crusoe 

Lipstick Jungle (N) 

Your City 

E 

8 CITV 

240 339 

ET Canada 

Entertainment 

90210 (HDTV) 

NUMB3RS “Power” 

Life “Canyon Flowers” 

News Hour 

o 

112 CBXFT 119 7051 

Du coeur au ventre (N) (SC) 

Paquet voleur (N) 

(SC) 

Une heure sur Terre (N) (SC) 

Le Telejournal (N) (SC) 

TJ Alberta 

.£ 

13 KXLY 

- 371 

4 News at 6 

4 News at 6:30 

Entertainment 

The Insider (N) 

Wife Swap (N) 

Supernanny (N) 

20/20 

Q- 

16 KAYU 

- 373 

The Simpsons 

The Simpsons 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

Don’t Forget the Lyrics! 

News (N) 


1 19 CHTV - - 1 

The Insider (N) 

E News 

Deal-No Deal 

Deal-No Deal 

Smarter Than a 5th Grader? 

20/20 (HDTV) 

News (N) 


22 KSPS 

- 374 

NewsHour With Jim Lehrer 

Wash. Week 

McLaughlin 

Bill Moyers Journal (N) 

NOW on PBS 

Being Served 

Vicar of Dibley 

1 

15 CBCN 

502 - 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: the fifth estate 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: The National 

fifth estate 

c 

54 CTVN 

501 391 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 

400 400 

NBA Basketball 

SportsCentre (HC 

'TV) (Live) 

Off the Record 

Boxing Verno Phillips vs. Paul Williams. 

r 

o 

23 net 

408 418 

NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at Calgary Flames. (HDTV) (Live) 


Sportsnet Connected Ult. Fighter 

Q. 

CO 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Hot Import 


lif.JLI.f.l.M 

llInlMil 

Pinks 

Pass Time 

Hot Import 
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(6) WWE SmackDown! 

Score Tonight 

Hardcore Hockey 

Talk 

WWE SmackDown! 

>. 

14 YTV 

552 543 

The Mighty B! 

iCarly 

Home Alone ★★★ (1990, Comedy) Macaulay Culkin. 

Smallville “Siren” 

Dark Oracle 

1 

17 TREE 

553 546 

Little Bear 

Miss Spider 

Comfy Couch 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Beren. Bears 

| Dragon 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 

557 541 

Zoey 101 

Latest Buzz 

Wizards-Place 

Jack Frost ★★ (1998, Fantasy) 

(10:11 ) The Christmas Star (1986) 

>« 

25 A&E 

615 520 

CSI: Miami (HDT\ 

0 

CSI: Miami “All In” 

Criminal Minds (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami “Grand Prix” 

CSI: Miami 

Q> 

29 FOOD 

603 561 

Chef Abroad 

The Wild Chef 

Diner, Drive-In 

Diner, Drive-In 

Ace of Cakes 

Ace of Cakes 

Challenge 

Chef Abroad 

re 

> 

32 DISC 

520 505 

Man vs. Wild (N) 

Science of Interrogation 

Daily Planet 

Man vs. Wild 

Greensburg 

CD 

38 SPIKE 

628 584 

UFC Unleashed 

UFC Unleashed 

Jackass 

1 Bet You Will 

GameTrailers 

Next Great 

MXC 

.Q 

CO 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Supernatural 

Ghost Hunters 

Species 11+ (1998, Science Fiction) Michael Madsen. 

Wolf ★★ 

O 

50 STAR 

621 56 | 

At the Movies 

Star-at Movies 

The Tonight Show-Jay Leno 

[TMZ 

etalk 

Celebrity Rehab With Dr. Drew 

Hollywood 
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W-FIVE-Peace Warrior 

Last Exit (2006, Suspense) Kathleen Robertson. (DVS) 

Law & Order: SVU 

News (N) 

o 

CO 

3 KHQ - 370 

News (N) 

Raymond 

CSI: NY (HDTV) 

It’s a Wonderful Life ★★★★ (1946, Comedy-Drama) James Stewart. 

evi 

4 CBXT - 307 

NHL Hockey 

NHL Hockey Vancouver Canucks at 1 

Edmonton Oilers. (1 

UMlIdlH 


HNIC - After Hours 


6 KREM - 372 

News(N) Time Life 

Operation Smile Free surgery. 

Eleventh Hour “Cardiac” 

48 Hours-Boot Camp 

48 Hr. Mystery 


7 CKEM 241 347 

Survivorman (DVS) 

Crusoe 

Out of Sync (2000, Drama) Gail O’Grady, Kari Wuhrer. 

The City Show 

1 

8 CITV 240 339 

Billy Graham Special (N) 

Doc Nancy is mugged. 

Painkiller Jane 

Kenny-Spenny 

Kenny-Spenny 

News (N) 

<D 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Un empereur nouveau genre 

Shrek2+++ (2004, Comedie) Voices of Mike Myers. (SC) 

Le Telejournal 

Tenement 

Pacte-loups 

£ 

13 KXLY - 371 

News 

The Insider (N) 

Entertainment Tonight 

Funniest Home Videos 

Surviving Christmas ★ (2004, Corned; 

/) 

Q. 

16 KAYU - 373 

Boston Legal 

House “Autopsy” 

Cops (N) 

Cops 

America’s Most Wanted 

News (N) 


19 CHTV - - 

E News 

The Soup (N) 

Soup Presents 

Behind-Scenes 

Surviving Christmas ★ (2004, Comedy) Ben Affleck. 

E News 


22 KSPS - 374 

The Lawrence Welk Show 

May-December 

Time Goes By 

(9:05) Ballet Shoes (2007, Drama) 

4 Star Theatre 

Tonic Sol-Fa 

1 

15 CBCN 502 - 

Sat. Report 

Mansbridge 

Doc Zone 

Sat. Report 

Weekend 

Sat. Report 

Mansbridge 

Doc Zone 

c 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet-Scott Laurie 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 400 400 


SportsCentre (HDTV) (Live) 

PGA Tour Golf Merrill Lynch Shootout - Second Round. 

r 

o 

23 net 408 418 

The Ultimate Fighter (Live) 

Sportsnet Connected 

Saturday Night Poker 

Sportsnet Con. 

Q- 

V) 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Low Life 

Low Life 

Low Life Low Life 

Low Life 

Low Life 

Low Life Low Life 

Low Life 
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Score on NFL 

Footy Show 

Score Update 

BodogFight 

Strikeforce 

Final Score 

>. 

14 YTV 552 543 

Charlie Brown 

Yogi’s Caper 

A Flintstones Christmas Carol 

He-Man, She-Ra ( 

Christmas 

Invader Zim 

Ren & Stimpy 

1 

17 TREE 553 546 

Beren. Bears 

Toopy & Binoo 

Comfy Couch 

Go, Diego, Go! 

Toy Castle 

Dragon (DVS) 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 557 541 

Natural-Sadie 

Flight 29 Down 

That’s-Raven 

Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Han. Montana 

Call Me Claus ★★ (2001, Comedy) 

>« 

25 A&E 615 520 

CSI: Miami “10-7” 

The Sopranos (HDTV) 

The Sopranos (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami “Whacked” 

CSI: Miami 


29 FOOD 603 561 

Top Chef 

Kitchen Nightmares 

The F Word 

Challenge 

Top Chef 

CD 

> 

32 DISC 520 505 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Criss Angel 

Criss Angel 

A Haunting Mary Vogel. 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Criss Angel 

<u 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

The Ultimate Fighter (HDTV) (Live) 

The Ultimate Fighter (HDTV) 

.Q 

CO 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Fringe 

Sarah Connor Chronicles 

Screamers ★★ (1995, Action) Peter Weller, Roy Dupuis. Premiere. 

O 

50 STAR 621 56 

Paparazzi Paparazzi. 

Britain’s Next Top Model 

Access Hollywood 

TMZ 


Scream 
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Anne of Green Gables: A New Beginning (2008, Drama) Shirley MacLaine. (DVS) 

CSI: NY 

News (N) 


3 KHQ - 370 

(6:15) NFL Football New York Gianfc 

5 at Dallas Cowboys. (HDTV) (Live) 


Best Sports 

Law & Order: SVU 

CSI: NY 

evi 

4 CBXT - 307 

Red-Nosed Reindeer 

The Polar Express ★★★ (2004, Fantasy), Nona Gaye 

CBC News: Sunday Night (N) 

fifth estate 


6 KREM - 372 

News (N) 

60 Minutes 


(HDTV) (Season Finale) (N) 


Survivor Gab 

<D 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Murdoch 

2Half Men 

Friends Friends 

Friends 

Friends 

Stylista 

Reviews 

E 

8 CITV 240 339 

16:9 Picture 

The Simpsons 

Survivor: Gabon (HDTV) (Season Finale) (N) 

Survivor: Gabon 

News (N) 

o 

12 CBXFT 119 705 

Decouverte 

Et Dieu crea 

T pour theatre (N) (SC) 


Toutlemonde 

Le Telejournal 

Jacques Ferron 


£ 

13 KXLY - 371 

News 

Paid Program 

Funniest Home Videos 

The Santa Clause 2 ★★ (2002, Comedy) Tim Allen. 

Housewives 

Q- 

16 KAYU - 373 

House “Humpty Dumpty” 

King of the Hill King of the Hill 

The Simpsons 

King of the Hill 

Family Guy 

American Dad 

News (N) 


19 CHTV - - 

Greatest Myst. 

Greatest Myst. 

Extreme Makeover: Home 

Recipe for a Perfect Christmas (2005, Romance-Comedy) 

FANatical 


22 KSPS - 374 

Spain... On the Road Again 

Nature (DVS) 

Jackie Gleason 

Chicano Rock! The Sounds 

Mystery! 

1 

15 CBCN 502 - 

CBC News: Sunday Night (N) 

Charles Other Mistress 

Royal Rivals? Charles, William 

CBC News: Sunday Night 

Mistress 

c 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV Newsnet-Scott Laurie 

News CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 

CTV Newsnet 

News 


20 TSN 400 400 

(6:15) NFL Football New York Giants at Dallas Cowboys. (HDTV) (Live) 

(SportsCentre 

PGA Tour Golf: Shootout 

r 

o 

23 net 408 418 

Air Race 

World Combat 

1 The Ultimate Fighter 

Sportsnet Connected 

Poker 

Q. 

(/> 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Super Bikes! 

[Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 

[Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 
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Strikeforce 

World Cup of Poker 

Poker Million Pound Challenge. 

Final Score 

Final Score 

Final Score 

>* 

14 YTV 552 543 

Garfield Cmas 

Smurfy 

Charlie Brown Flintstone Xms 

A Flintstone Christmas 

(10:15) ALF 

(10:45) ALF 

Falcon Beach 

i 

17 TREE 553 546 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Mighty Mach 

Toot & Puddle: Christmas 

Tipi Tales 

Dragon (DVS) 

Backyardigans 

Dora-Explorer 

Go, Diego, Go! 


45 FAM 557 541 

Natural-Sadie 

Flight 29 Down 

That’s-Raven Zoey 101 

Life Derek 

Han. Montana 

Babes in Toyiand ■ 

*★ (1997, Musical) 


>« 

25 A&E 615 520 

CSI: Miami “Rush” 

CSI: Miami (HDTV) 

CSI: Miami “Burned” 

CSI: Miami “Three-Way” 

CSI: Miami 

a> 

29 FOOD 603 561 

Iron Chef America 

Jamie at Home Christmas Spe 

Chef School 

At the Table 

Challenge 

Iron Chef Am. 

ro 

> 

32 DISC 520 505 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

MythBusters 

Anthony Bourdain 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Worst Driver 

a> 

38 SPIKE 628 584 

Spike TV’s Video Game Awards 2008 (HDTV) (Live) 

Spike TV’s Video Game Awards 20( 

)8 (HDTV) 

Video Awards 

(0 

43 SPACE 627 528 

Battlestar Galactica 

Torchwood 

(9:05) Blade II+* 

(2002, Horror) Wesley Snipes, Kris Kristofferson. 


O 

50 STAR 621 56 

Look-A-Like 

Star-at Movies 

Girl Next Door In Fashion 

Star! Style! Evolution! 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show (N) 

Girl Next Door 



Kate Winslet 

Oscar-nominated 
actress Kate Winslet is 
back on the big screen 
to show off her acting chops in 
the new movies The Reader 
and Revolutionary Road. 


7 New Year’s Eve 

No plans yet? Head to 
New York to see the 
Jonas Brothers, Taylor 
Swift and Lionel Richie ring in 
2009 on Dick Clark's New Year's 
Rockin' Eve. 




floe boutiq 


ue 


10106124 Street, 
Edmonton 
780-447-9964 
FlocBoutique.com 


Casual • Work Wear • Footwear 
Party Wear • Accessories 


clothing 

i¥H 

company 



ANNUAL 
WINTER SALE 
NOW ON! 

10127 - 124 St, Edmonton 
780-488-7277 
Hours: Mon-Fri. 10-5:30 
Thurs. 10-8, Sat. 10-5 


www.tkclothing.ca 



Val Berg’s 

MENS WEAR GROUP 

CITY CENTRE 

10200 - 102 AVE, EDMONTON 

780.424.3424 
LENDRUM PLACE 

5722- 111 ST, EDMONTON 

780.435.6470 
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Taylor Hanson's wife gives birth to a son 

Taylor Hanson, the middle brother of the rock trio Hanson, and his wife Natalie 
welcomed a son, Viggo Moriah, on Tuesday in Tulsa, Okla. people.com 


Celebrity Buzz 


Paltrow works on marriage 


relationships Gwyneth 
Paltrow will snub Christ¬ 
mas in her native America 
for the sake of her mar¬ 
riage to Coldplay rocker 
Chris Martin, accord¬ 
ing to reports. 

Speculation about 
the state of their rela¬ 
tionship mounted af¬ 
ter Martin was pic¬ 
tured leaving the 
family’s London 
home alone on Fri¬ 
day, the day of H 
their fifth wedding 
anniversary. m 1 ■ 

But the actress H I! 
is reportedly 
desperate to 
make her mar¬ 
riage work, 
and is sticking 
by her hus- jj 
band in Lon- l 
don rather IM 
than “ 

spending 
the holi¬ 
days with 
her fami¬ 
ly in the 
U.S. 


“Gwyneth says she’s to¬ 
tally fine. She’s used the 
phrase ‘perfectly 
happy’ a 

bunch of 

times, 
refuses to 
read any 
I of the 
1 tabloid 
| tales to 
■| the con- 
m trary,” a 
jj| source 
m tells the 
New 



York Daily News. 

The insider insists Pal¬ 
trow is “staying overseas 
until the holidays are 
over,” and is “trying to 
make their marriage bet¬ 
ter.” 

However, reports also al¬ 
lege Paltrow is keen to fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of her 
newly single friend, pop 
star Madonna, who an¬ 
nounced she was divorcing 
husband Guy Ritchie in Oc¬ 
tober. 

“Gwyneth has the 
Madonna bug ... bad,” the 
source adds. “It’s eerie. 
Gwyneth acts normally un¬ 
til Madonna comes 
around, and then Gwyn is 
all about Madonna, all the 
time. Madge has even in¬ 
troduced Gwyneth to all 
her friends.” 

Representatives for Pal¬ 
trow and Madonna both 
denied the reports, with 
the Oscar-winner’s repre¬ 
sentative insisting the 
claims were “complete 
nonsense.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 




Jessica wants wedding? Cate 5 arries 


family Jessica Simpson re¬ 
portedly wants to “get 
married in Texas in the 
summer and get pregnant 
soon after,” 

femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The singer, who is dating 
football star Tony Romo, is 
said to be desperate to 
tie the knot and start 
her family, after see¬ 
ing her younger sis¬ 
ter Ashlee give birth 
to her own son 
Bronx Mowgli 
last month. 

“Jessi 
ca re¬ 
cently 
sat Tony 
down for a 
baby 
talk,” a 
friend of 
Jessica’s 
told In Touch 
Weekly maga¬ 
zine. “Unlike 


Ashlee, Jessica doesn’t 
want to get pregnant and 
then get married. She’s a 
little more traditional, so 
she’d like to marry Tony 
first and then get preg¬ 
nant, ideally on their hon¬ 
eymoon. She wants to get 
engaged in early 2009, 
married in Texas in 
the summer 
and get preg¬ 
nant soon af¬ 
ter.” 

It was re¬ 
cently re¬ 
vealed Jes¬ 
sica is 
“con¬ 
vinced” 
Dallas Cow¬ 
boys star Ro¬ 
mo is going 
to propose to 
her over 
Christmas. 

METRO 
NEWS SERVICES 


nuptial regret 

people Cate Blanchett re¬ 
grets her wedding day, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The actress, who 
married playwright 
Andrew Upton 11 years 
ago, would love to relive 
the special day because 
she has no photographs to 
remember it by. 

“The only moment of 
my life I would possibly re¬ 
capture is getting 

remarried again 
because we did¬ 
n’t take any pho¬ 
tographs,” 
Blanchett says. 

We didn’t 
have any mon¬ 
ey at the time 
and we 
couldn’t 
afford a 
photographer.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Poking fun at media 


people Jennifer Aniston has 
poked fun at the constant 
media interest in her rela¬ 
tionship with ex-husband 
Brad Pitt and his partner 
Angelina Jolie, likening the 
trio to an “insane 
Bermuda triangle, 5 
imdb.com reports. 

Speculation sur¬ 
rounding the ac¬ 
tress’ supposed ri¬ 
valry with Jolie 
reached boiling 
point following 
Aniston’s re¬ 
marks to U.S. 

Vogue magazine 
in October, in 
which she brand¬ 
ed Jolie “uncool.” 


The comments came af¬ 
ter Jolie admitted she had 
fallen in love with Pitt 
while making 2005’s Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith — when he 
was still married to Anis¬ 
ton. 

But in a new inter¬ 
view with Ameri¬ 
ca’s GQ magazine, 
in which Aniston 
poses naked 
apart from a 
men’s tie, the 
star admits 
she finds the 
whole situa¬ 
tion amus¬ 
ing. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Adams details proposal 



marriage Actress Amy 
Adams came close to sabo¬ 
taging her fiance’s mar¬ 
riage proposal, because 
she was in a bad mood, 
imdb.com reports. 

Adams announced her 
engagement to her 
artist boyfriend of six 
years, Darren Le Gallo, 
back in July. But she 
didn’t reveal how an 
uncharacteristic bout 
of diva behaviour al¬ 
most ruined the whole 
occasion. 

“He had something 
big and dramatic 


planned,” she says. “He 
was going to take me out 
to a really nice dinner and 
then take me to the 
top of the Empire 
State Building. He’s 
scared of heights so 
he thought that 
would be significant. 
But I completely ru¬ 
ined it by saying I 
wanted to go see a 
play instead of go¬ 
ing to dinner ... 
He proposed to 
me in Central 
Park in a carriage.” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 


Tyler dating Bing: report 

dating Actress Liv Tyler 30, imdb.com reports, 
has found love with mod- According to Star maga- 
el/actress Elizabeth Hur- zine, Bing — the father of 
ley’s multimillionaire ex- Hurley’s six-year-old son 

boyfriend Steve Bing, ac-_Damian — has been pur- 

cording to tabloid re- suing Tyler for some 

Tyler, 31 who has “She was deter- 

been single since mined to make a 

splitting with hus-jiiH^ - > M good impression,” a 
band Royston (source tells Star 
Langdon earlier' magazine. “They 

this year, was re- were laughing and 

portedly spotted smiling throughout 

enjoying a roman- /////' ' 15 the meal, which lasted 

tic meal with movie two hours.” 

producer Bing in ! j / ' c e \ l ]» metro news 

Los Angeles on Nov. \\; | \ \ ; ; ; services 

IupWuUnI 


Drew linked 
to Jason Segel 

dating Drew Barrymore 
has sparked reports she’s 
dating funnyman Jason 
Segel, five months after 
ending her year-long 
romance with actor Justin 
Long, imdb.com reports. 

The actress split from 
Long in July and has most 
recently been linked to 
Gossip Girl star Ed 
Westwiclc. But Barrymore 
has reportedly moved on 
again with the How I Met 
Your Mother star Segel, af¬ 
ter the pair were allegedly 
spotted getting cosy at Los 
Angeles’ Chateau Marmont 
on Nov. 28. 

“Drew was all 
over Jason, 
rubbing him 
and kissing his 
face. He was on 
cloud nine,” a 
source tells 
Star mag¬ 
azine. 

METRO 

SERVICES 


Pitt admits early 
love with Jolie 

relationships Even 
though we all assumed it 
was true, Brad Pitt openly 
admits in the new issue of 
Rolling Stone that he “fell 
in love” with Angelina 
Jolie while he was still 
with Jennifer Aniston, 
popeater.com reports. 

It’s the same reason Mr. 
& Mrs. Smith tops as his 
favourite movie of all 
time, he said. “(Angelina) 
is not only the woman I 
love, but one of the s 

people on this 
planet who 
I have the 
greatest re¬ 
spect for. I 
think 
she’s as 
honorable 
as anyone 
I’ve ever 
met.” 

METRO 
NEWS SERVICES 
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MIRIAM TOEWS 

author of the award-winning bestseller 2. Complicated kindness 




Troutmans 


‘Rich in dialogue, huge amounts of it sometimes zany . . . stunningly sad, 
always character-true.’ 5 —The Globe and Mail 


AVAILABLE WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD AND AT GIFTSFORREADERS.CA 
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Today 

Mostly cloudy, snow 

-4 c / -11 c 


Saturday 

Mostly Sunny 

■22 c / -25 c 


Sunday 

Sunny 

-24 c / -31 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

“My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’.' WEEKDAYS AT 6 AM 
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Take Five 



HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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Crossword across 

1 Standard score 

32 Seafood selection 

4 Medicos 

33 Soft cheese 

8 Benefit 

34 Harem room 

12 A mean Amin 

35 Grow 

13 Maze goal 

36 Ship of the desert 

14 Stop up 

37 Apple variety 

15 Nickname for football’s 

39 Boolc-spine abbr. 

George Halas 

40 Literary collection 

17 Hodgepodge 

41 Fleet 

18 High-IQsort 

45 Cereal choice 

19 Wall St. debut 

48 Litter member 

21 Caviar base 

50 Indonesian island 

22 Hit repeatedly 

51 Cupid’s alias 

26 Sacrifice site 

52 2-Down’s companion 

29 Shriner’s chapeau 

53 Stylish 

30 Before 

54 Paddock parent 

31 U.K. conservative 

55 Homer’s neighbor Flanders 


Crossword down 

1 Knight’s backup 

27 California city 

2 Leading man? 

28 Snare 

3 Philbin co-host 

29 A clever person 

4 Credit card user 

32 Hors d’oeuvres 

5 Daisy variety 

33 Mild 

6 U.S. spy org. 

35 Victory 

7 Like some shirts 

36 Bit part in a whodunit 

8 Ice cream utensil 

38 “War of the Worlds” effect 

9 Every iota 

39 Smoke or fog 

10 Japanese pond fish 

42 Mideast gulf 

11 Diva’s problem 

43 Peace symbol 

16 Splendid setup 

44 On in years 

20 Dispensable candy 

45 English channel? 

23 Salon request 

46 “Go, team!” 

24 Ontario’s neighbor 

47 “The Greatest” 

25 Stagger 

49 Spoon-bender Geller 

26 Having surmounted 



PREVIOUS DAY’S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 


2 3 4 1 8 7 5 9 6 

6 \ l J 5 2 9 3^ 8 4 

5 9 8 6 4 3 1_2 7 

7 4 5 18 6 9 

1 2 9 87^6 4 5 3 

865934271 
3_ 1 2 7 6 8 9 4 5^ 

9^ 8 7 4 1 5 6 3 2 

4 5639271 8 


Find today’s answers + play more games at metronews.ca 

SUDOKU SOLVE TIME: 17-21 min.Smart 

Under 13 min.Genius 21-25 min.Not bad 

13-17 min.Scholar 25+ min.Keep practising 






Tuna Proven^ale on a 
Baguette 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 large tomatoes, peeled and 
chopped 

5 black olives (not oil-packed), 
pitted and finely chopped 

1 baguette, about 24 in. (60 
cm) long 

2 tbsp (25 mL) extra virgin olive 
oil 

1 large onion 

1 large green pepper 

2 cans (170 g) tuna in water, 
drained 

2 tbsp (25 mL) white wine 
vinegar 

2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

METHOD: 

1. Mix tomatoes and olives in 
a medium bowl, and then let 
stand until juicy, about 15 
minutes. 

2. Meanwhile, cut baguette al¬ 
most in half lengthwise (do 
not slice completely through). 
Open baguette like a book, 
being careful not to separate 
bread. Pull out about 1/2 cup 
(125 mL) of the soft centre 
with your hands. Using 1/2 tb¬ 


sp (7 mL) oil, brush cut sides 
of the bread. Then spread on 
tomato mixture and any 
juices that have collected in 
the bowl. 

3. Cut onion in half through 
stem end, then cut crosswise 
into thin semicircles. Cut pep¬ 
per in half, then crosswise in¬ 
to thin semicircles. Layer 
onion, green pepper and tuna 
over tomato mixture. Whisk 
vinegar, garlic and remaining 
oil in a small bowl. Drizzle 
over tuna. 

4. Wrap stuffed baguette 
tightly in plastic wrap. Weigh 
down with a heavy frying pan 
and let stand at room temper¬ 
ature until the ingredients 
have soaked into bread, 30 
minutes. Cut diagonally into 
4 equal pieces before serving. 
SERVES 4 



Horoscopes 


AVATAR VENUS 


ARIES 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

A trustworthy person has re¬ 
markable news. A disturbance 
can produce a warning. You’ll 
want to escape from a weird 
dilemma. 



TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 


© 


Reorganize a sluggish system 
right away. A threat will jog 
somebody's memory. You can 
get ahead by leaving a sad 
place. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 



An amiable manner influences 
a realist. Don’t count your 
blessings in public. You should¬ 
n’t push optimism to a cynical 
person. 


CANCER /p\ 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 

A prosperous guy needs med¬ 
ical attention. Shabbiness will 
not be acceptable to a lady. 
Don’t be a fool when crossing a 
street. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 


Check your documents careful¬ 
ly. A magnificent man takes 
the other side in a conflict. Dif¬ 
ficulties arise when you are too 
aggressive. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 


Time passes slowly while 
awaiting a disclosure. A decent 
man gives a warning about un¬ 
reliability. An alarmist rouses 
the neighbourhood. 


LIBRA /£\ 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

A disagreement about benefits 
will lead to teasing. A friend 
will happily agree to make 
changes. A separation leads to a 
breakthrough. 


SCORPIO /C\ 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Show your support when a re¬ 
lationship begins. An eccentric 
person is making a big mistake. 
A friend causes a hullabaloo. 


SAGITTARIUS iOv 

NOV 23-DEC 21 VC/ 

Some people will be switching 
partners. By not worrying, you 
can correct a problem. Yield to 
the facts, no matter what hap¬ 
pens. 


CAPRICORN iOv 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

A lenient person will be recep¬ 
tive. A disturbing tempest 
threatens to interfere with 
funds. It’s wiser not to com¬ 
plain about hostility. 


AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

A lenient person will be recep¬ 
tive. A disturbing tempest 
threatens to interfere with 
funds. It’s wiser not to com¬ 
plain about hostility. 


PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

An ill friend will discuss his 
personal agony. Your lack of 
concern is the point of a story. 
Keep your side of a bargain. 




Get your life back againlSI 


Start 2009 free of pain! 

FJS REHABILITATION CONSULTING, Inc. Offers an effective 
treatment program of active exercise and rehabilitation 
in the water or land for back, neck and joint pain. 

SPECIAL introductory session - $ 75 / one hour of individual rehabilitation. 

One session is equal to 4 Physio appts. 

Details @ www.fjsrehab.ca Metro Promo or 780.455.3052 
Gift Certificates available until Dec 23 rd . 
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LET’S PUT A SMILE 

ON THAT FACE.” 


. • » 
*5 A V ^ 


OWN IT TODAY 

ON 2-DISC BLU-R AY, 
SINGLE-DISC DVD OR 
2-DISC SPECIAL EDITION DVD 

2-Disc Blu-ray Includes: Action-Packed I MAX® 
Framed Sequences and More! 


AVAILABLE AT 


bvocWJUSIW 


TeSNATHAN CROlEYSlliy FFIST[R1S.C StiBENJAMIN MELNIKER MICHA 

^legendary FftllllLpVji thedarkknight.com 

w 7 ” i c T u R E s warnerblu.com warnervideo.com 


BASED UPON BATMAN ROD l/Hlf AND PUBLISHED 
CHARACTERS CREATED BY DllD Unlit BY 

■IlfBElinilSlI 


Soundtrack Album dh Warner Sunset Records/Warner Bros. Records 


ENGLISH □□ [DOLBY] □□ [mBf] 

SDH tru^E dig i t a l wbhighdef.c 


BATMAN and all related characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. 

IMAX® is a registered trademark of IMAX Corporation. Special Features May Not Be Hi-Def or SDH. © 2008 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 










